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i The” lccident oqmmittoo proéeedod to
e fioation of the: accident wai recaiye

' at 1425, State poiioo werv t1rendyuu£ ‘the | loeno of the. acu‘!dent
-.. ing t.he _wreckage' whieh was strewn_ ova}ﬂ_an ares
‘WidQQ a : "

doa 'm witnguu told contlictin.g\’i%rle of.the hrphh}: being
!‘ - 4% struck the ground and it not: boing on ‘£ire before it:struck the: «g
C - they were united in the ‘Stiétemont’ that tho ai.rpla.no explodod. on’ 1mpaot,.w"3,,.'rho,h;‘ 3
Accident Comnittes found no ovidencm of ‘anything: frrong with) the a.i,rpla.no phier -
" to tho impu.ct with the ground and beneved th&t the roport of: tho lrplano- m ;

due to the exhaust noibén/ q flm L
“A%* the timo or tho oruh thon was & heavy rain !hning. and.a few miles
south of the scens of ‘the. aooidcr{t a frontal thunderstom was in progress. . The
Yisibility mas oxceedtngIJ 16w and the tops of nearby mountains were frequently-.
. obscured. The sirplane actually broke out below the celling and apparently ba ked
- sharptly to the left, but was unable to avold a jutting pinnacle of Double Oak
Mountain. The Birmingham Army Airport had rain showsrs, fog and smoke from 0600
to 1830, Visibility decreased from 8 miles at 0600 to 2 miles at 1340 and varied

from 2 miles to 3/4 miles from that timo until 1700. The airport was instrument
from 1340 wmtil 1830,

* v

-~ ’

The pilot gruduated fram Flying School in July 1942 wmad lacked the experience
.needed for coping with.this type of instrument flying, The pilot-of another B-28 B
‘on ‘s similar flight plen sfter landing at Bismingham on account of weather, stated
that he had been misinformed by Drane Field as to the severity of the fronfal -
uotivity near Birmmingham, It is felt that supervisory personnel was 76% at r-.u;,___
"in’clearing this pilot through the weather and the pilot was 25% ruponltblo for -

. failing to maintain oontact flight,.
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Lakeland, Fla.

- -

Three Army Officers
Continued From Page | .
A seventh man from-the Lake.j
land Field was at first believed to!
have heen ahoard, hut.the number ;
of victims was later set definjtely
at six, l
) Highway Congested

l News of the crash hrought spec-
tators from miles up and down the }
highway-to the scene late Wednes-'
dsy, but armed guards surrounded
the wooded aréa near the wreck,
throwing up the harrier of mili-

tlary secrecy,—; - - - e- ]

Officials from the local air base,

Municipal Airport ‘and, highway.
patroimen were summoned to the
mountain immediately, snd a long
line of ambulances stretched up
and down the highway, "“The bodies

 were removed by Johns-Service,

« According ta tocal afrport offi-
cials, this was the flest alr falality
in the dJeffersan County ‘sectof
since an accident near Warrior

"about a year ago, In which two
army cadets were killed and three
planes _erashed when..a flight of
sbont 30 planes wan Miempting to
reach the Rirmingham alrport. dure!
'ing an electrical atorm, . |
i Crash of a small plane in Uentral .
" park In August, 1938, brought death
" 1o two local (liers,
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. Die. When Bomber. Strikes Mountainside -
2" Blinded by the heavy fain and low-hanging mist of Wednesday aft. -
érnoon, a B-26 mnedium army bomber nosed into Double Oak Mountain,

't 15 miles south of Birminghim,*at 2:25 p.m5bringing instant death to
its six occupants, a group of army men flying north from Drane_ Figld,
. A T,

as announced_ al 8 a.m. Thursday by;

* oflicials of the Birmingham Army
Ai®Base, o
Dead in the first major airplane
crash in Jefferson County are:
t.t. Frank W, Taylor, - llouston,
Tex,
“Lt. Juhn A, Juhnson, Evanston,

1.t. Bill 8, Wade,
Calif,

Sqt. William John Toewn, Detroit,
Mich,

Sgt. Reynold J. Drott, Houma, l.a.

Sgt. Gorman B, Schiottman, Bus.
riagton, .. . .
| Destination of the flight was nut
announced by the air base here, but
'lthe bomber. was nol expected to

J.ong Beach,

. make a_landing during the after-
novn at the local sirport, .
Eye-witness reports  thut  the -

- plane was on fire befure it crashed
i inlo htavy wouds en the mountain.
| were discredited by ale base olfi-
. cialx, who attributed -the - accident
to weather conditions, |
t{ Aceording tv witnesses, who lold
. theic stortes tia lurge crowd which
' gathered neac the sceiie about ones -
b yuarter mile.ofl the Florida Short
Route, the pllot was sttempting-te
reach better, vigibllity, at-a .'-,10*"-3
altitudey o0 AN e
Apparently seelny one spur of 1He:
mountaln directly altead of him, he
"awerved the plane and crashed inty’
another ridge, M
Soldlers of th® lucul alr base
were pusted as gurrda un the seene
Thursday,” and clearing  of (he
wreckage was begun, Wihnts and
hody of the big plane lay neariy
i the shadow of an nirtines bewe
cutt on the nurth side ol the muune
tatn, .
Turn to Page §, Column 3
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Plane ‘Thought" To ;B ‘.
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i AB-26, T'i‘:fn Engined . ._
@ mad R, e o

o Al Forde Ship

R
"...7ON SHORT, ROUTE.

e
Bad :Visibility May, Have:.

Been Accident Cause
On Double Oak - .. -

Six men perished when a plane’
crashed about 2:25 p.m. Wednesday
one-quarter. mile off the Florida
Short Route about 15 miles south
of Birmingham. .

The plane; which was demolished,
was ‘believed to be a B-28, twin.
engined, army bomber,

Neither identity of the ne noe
of the victims was availaBle early
Friday.

It was first belleved that seven
were killed, but later the death toll
was definitely established as six,

" The.plane went down in a woode

ed section east of the Short Route
about one-half mile northeast -of -
the airlines beacon on the north
side of Double Qak Mountain, - "
Witnesses said: they belleved the
pllot was attempting. to-let down
through the overcast ' and . heavy
rain,—Apparently-seeing -one-;secs———
tion of the mountain in front, he
turned and crashed- into - another

part. RO T A R )
.Visibllity at the time of the efash
was - exceptionally - poor, . it was
pointed out, . «q it ey g

Personnel from the Birmingham .
Am"Ah' Base, Municipal Alrport,
highway patroimen and ambulanoces
from Johns-Service ware, dispatche
ed to the scene, - ' [

‘Highway patrolmen nroﬂld a
heavy congestion of txu ¢ on the
highway near the scedle, and cone
siderable offort and {ime wore res
quired to clear the immedlate area
of autos and spectators, It was ane
mounced, ‘
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of thes crash. Army 1nvn-t1gators said they believed ﬁno crew was Xilled

1ns'ant1y when the plan- c*a*hed.. An unidentif ed eye vitneau said he

© 8Aw one of the motors of the*twin nnsino bomber catch firo aad explode
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X9 4“37 < ' SR T AR
‘/ BIRMINGHAM, ALA., SEPT, 16.-=(UP)==AT LEAST FLVE.MEMBER

CREW OF A, TWO "MOTORED ARMY .BOMBER WERE REPORTED KILLED TODAY. W

. LANE CRASHED AND. BURNED ABOUT 15 MILES . rnom HERE, DURING A
_ARLY:THIS' AFTERNOON. :

IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE. Cow R

_EYE'WITNESSES SAID THE BIG BOMBER CRASHED INTQ.fHE AIR BEA

ON~ DOUBLE OAK MOUNTAIN,‘LOCATED 200. YARDS OFF .THE: FLORIDA>SHOR
HICHWAY. hy.,, PREYed AR ~". I ‘I;' Vi, t iy W@

iy

STATE-HIGHWAY P TROBLMEN, WHO RUSHED TO THE sczNE*-sxfﬁf wRHVED
UNABLE -TO 'IDENTIFY ANY.OF-THE AIRNEN ;" SOME OF THE BODIES
INTO NEARRY TREES,.OFFICERS SAIDS iy

unzsp;.

g 4 )

% rBIRMINGHAN, ALA, szpr.*zs?w-cupa--ﬁr LzAsrr
. 0S91BLY4NINE,. PERSONS 'WERE BELIEVED. RILLED T ENYA BTV
- OMBER4 CRASHEDAND, BURNED : Aaourazstmrnzs'
JOUNTAINRQLAT \TODAY s 5
OFFICIALS’AT~?H£JBI§RINGHA R'B
WAS 7AB=26 ¢ ANYAMBULANCE DRIV n-uuo~wxn
OP INIONSTHAT:BETWEEN; SEVEN": AND.NINE&VICTIMS?V
AnnvaoSTPoN:n.orr:czAL3ANnouwczmzNT., AN

AN&UN%QEN*%FIEDvEYZ-WITNESS%WAS%QUOTE- S
PLANE! S:MOTORS  CAUGHT; FIRE. ANDMTHERE~VAS AN S
HIP“CRASHED%INTO . THE=$

ey




CAPTAINiALTM ’
"PHONEDRINSFROM!MESSAGE RYATH 85155 AN
”'ALABAMA“ BGMxOPERATIONS—SQIE“‘
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MODELKANDESERTA

R y' MODERATE : LIGKT AIN"”SMOKE.’%PMACHUTE
'FAILURE ~'0F~EQUIPMENT OR¢

;\:g;ﬁ
5

AABg;BIRMINGHAM,q
1439%CWT. »'15: MILES* SOUTH or BIRMINGHAM ¥ :
UNKNOWN," . T=5 - IN % B=26~B, % 41=178367 ENGINE: Nunazas~uuxuown
FIELD;%iii LAKELAND; %FLA, 5" CRASHED AND BURNED CONPLETEnWRECK
MAXUELL@NSUB-33555,MyUNKNOWN“” ILL F.?HADE;*LT
COPILOT: JOHN: A;ﬂqoxusou,kLr.,ﬁyBOMBARDIER WILLIAM W& Y
HORMAN*B ' SCHLOTTEMANy¥ PRIVATE, g&n:YNOLn*J.énRorr‘wws o5
cstchwysooo;grszr,§»OVLRCAsr,gLowzn 'BROKEN;*2 MILES&¥:
MADERATE: RAIN:AND.LIGHT' SMOKE, < HEAVY; RAIN -AND VISIBILITY.: zano AT %

PLACE"OF*ACCIDENT,* PARACHUTES NOT.USED," ‘UNKNOUN. F
onmzuuxrntur UNDETERMINED. REPORT CITE Az.

3@ ’ Z'COAB " . FTBENNING,
PLS src Sy

m:ssm: RCED vox .
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WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES
HEADQUARTERS SAFETY REGION NO. 4
Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabama

Date 7—=>+-% L-
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DIRECTORATE OF FLYING SAFETY
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- U%.S, ARMY AIR FORCES ™ ~ S

[IRECTORATE CF FLYING SAFETY =~ - . . .
, : E : Accident No.
. REGICNAL SAFETY OFFICER'S REPORT - - P
\ AIRCRAFT ACCTDINT INVESTIGATION safsty Reg. No. &
- - . | , Date: - 9-28-12

LOCATION: 15 Kiles South Southeast of Binmingham, Alabama.
DATZ: Segt enber 1'6,‘ 1942.  TIE: 1425 CuWT—

AIRGRAFT:  Type: 3omber . lodel: B-263 A. C. Number: 41-17836

~ CRZY: Pilot--Frank W, Taylor, 2nd Lieutenant
1 - Co-Pilot-:\illiam F. wade, 2nd Lieutenant '
; Borbardier--Joan a, Johnson, 2nd lieutenant
L Engineer--wiiliam John lown, Sergeant -
4 Radio Uperator--Gordon B. Schlottman, Staff Sergeant ¢
- Cther--Reynold J. DJrott, Sergeant '
Result: I‘utﬂl to all occupants. . /
. HARIATIUH UF. EVINTS: Flight was cleared frou lLakeland, Florida to Louisville,
' Kentucky., via Birmingham, Alabama. Contact Flighb flules with no

landing at Birmingham. At 1340 the Airport at Bimningham
reported instrument condit,ions, according to Army Observer,
and at 1412, according to C. 4. A. Ubserver. Uoth of these

-~

stations are located at Birsdnechan Alrport. ) .

The subject aircraft flew into the instruient weather
and, at the time given above, crashed into the side of one
of the rany mountains near iiricingham, and exploded and

burned.
[

INVESTIGATIVL JISCLOUSED: The C. n. A, forecasts-and Army forecasts differ. The
enclosed copy of C, », A, forecast would not indicate a con-
dition which would ve dangerous.’

A\ -
. T ' There is no Army forecast onclosed because they are
’ destroyed when no longer of value., tHowevur, the ‘Sergeént

in'charge of the Army weather stations at Birmingham Aruy
Air Base repeated from manory the forecast he made the
morning of the 16th. .lle gave the same report to some
Birmingham officers, who were planning a flight that morning.
. He prodicted a cold front would pass during -the afternoon

) with the Airport under instrument conditions at 1400,

; He called for thundarshower activity and low ceilings fram

a5 ‘ 0800 to 24,00, becaming worse after 1200, continued rain
during entire peried, . . ; .
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: In discussing the frontal conditions with kr. .Gibson,
Operator -in charge of Weather Bureau for the C. A. A., I
was informed that, as far as the iWeather Bureau was
concerned, ,there was no cold front. However, Lr, Gibson’
told me that during the four hour perioed, during which the
crash occurred, the automatic rain indicator showed two inches
-.of rainfall, I'he heaviest part of the-rain at Birmingham AR
Adrport fell about one hour- after the crash of the B-26 D
and, Mr., Gibson said since the storm came from the South’

a downpour of the same intensity would have occurred at the
scene of the crash. . S . =

4
I asked Lr. Gibson if he would' ‘describe -the, storm

as a small ore or a—large one.. lle said it was a large one.

The lieather Sergeant at the Air-Base said he would describe

the same thunderstorm as indicating the passage of the

cold front which he had forecast earlier that day. L

[

I talked to a Mr. St,ewart who-lives close to the
scene of the crash., He is not too familiar with aviation
tuticlaims to have spent some time around the Sirminpham

. Adrport in days gone by. He was sitting on his front porch
the afternoon of the 16th when he looked up and saw the .
ship heading South., He wasn't sure whether his house would w\
be hit or rot, so he ran out into the yard. !

.The weather, according to kr. Jtewart which wasn't

as yight have been accarding to br. Gibson, was a low ceiling
and a slight drizzle with visibility very poor. However,
the natives said it was zero-zero Just over the ridge and

: the Birmingham weather reports Just 15 miles away, show

¢ instruient conditions with showers. This would indicate

bad flying conditions if the 1ilot were trying to fly-
cwntact,

wr. Ctewart sald the airplane didn't seei to be .under
power but as it neared his house it was in & slight left bank
and turned to the lorthwest where it hit-the ground.

The enclosed picture marked 71, shows the pointwof
inpact and investipation indicates that the airplane hit
in gbout a thirty degree bank and fro.. a flight angle of
about sixty-five degrees. after.impact the airplane exploded
and scattured bits of retal and humin flesh ovur an firea of
vefter than 3 mile, Tho treos were umed for more than 200
foet from point of impact,
Lot hing could be ascertained fron wreckagoe as to any
mochardcal failure,
“ ‘r. Stowurt said thu sound of the airplune was s .
whiatling sound like an airplane nakes whon landing, lu suid
thore wus sono [lanm. '
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COMMENTS: | b ) g
: Ly explanation of the rlam deacribed b" I‘r. Stewart

would be the usual backtire_and popping ceused’ by <losing

the throttle, It would seem to-mo-fHat the airpla.ne had

been coming out,. of a. apin when it crashed.

Operations Ofricers ahould understand more about the.
“weather before clearing flfghts auch as this one. .In a tele~; -
.. phone conversation with the mresent Operations Ofricer .at’

Lakeland, Florida, T was informed that the Weather Sergea.nt
informed Captain 7dllin, the Operation's Orficer at that time,
that the weather was bad, The present Operations Officer -
' said such flights might be cleared to give thd pilots practice
in instrument flight. (This was-a contact flight)

. I believe that Pliots are belng pushed into these =
g airplanes with insufficieg\t‘ﬁ'actice on twin-engines and ‘
) familiarization with this aircraft.

( ‘ o o .

PROBABIE CAUSKH:

Airplane went into spin because of poor visibility,
turbulent air, inabilit.y of pilot to fly this airplane on
instmments. .

COLTRINUTR!G FACTCRS:

Foor supervision by higher authority.

Inability of pilot to fly instruments. lio data to show
flying time gfpilot or instrument proficiency as this outfit
g B was on its way overseas. ) -

Failure of pilot"to'mke a 180 degree turn ‘when bad
weather.was encountered. .

(: Failure of pilot to orient himself € land at
Birringham. No call was received by radlo at the airport.

Linpossible weather conditions. y
RICQLLTNDATICYS:

l'ore thorough meteorologicul t.raining on -the part. of
supa vigory personnel,

That pilots be ordered to land or tum back before
flying into such conditions, . -

’

Pilots be taught orientutiona while on instrunents to
a high degree.
Filots be ,tuumt to use the radio if poasible. (Statie

may have interfurred if pilot did use radio. ’ el
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L " That less pressure be put on OTU so pilots can be
. better trained and arrive at the Combat. Zonea Tather than -
go home in'a bax, . - .
-._,:‘/“ . N . . | { v : N
: ) Coe - ‘DALE E. ALTHAN, .
Captain,. Air Corps,.
e : ) Reglonal Safety Officer,
L Incls: ' . o . , .
. : #1 - 7 photographs .
- #2 - Copy Amy iieather Rpt.
* 43 - U, S. Weather Bureau Forecast
i#h - U, 3. iieather Bureau Report .
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WEATHER ANDIOR
OBSTRUCTIONS TO VISION
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF couusncs

WEATHER BUREAU '

Birmingham, Ald, -

_Alrport Station - - . ‘ Sept. 2,'&942

Alrway forecasts as received via teletyre from V.B.
Fﬂ?ecast Center, Atlante, Gs, Based on 0830E map.(9/16/42

1230 20303 AWY FC3T 9/13..

ISGW JACS CSMM JXIA DBTN TNMMN JXMS AGTM PSTJ KXBH AGKX
HI SCTD TO 3BRFN AND LWR SCTD TO LCLY BRKN CU CLDS.3 to §°.
THSD OVR GA SC AID FLA PENINSULA AND HI OVC LWR BRKN TO
OVC IN ALA ERK ITSS AND.XTRM NW FLA WITH SHWRS AXD WIDELY

CTD TSHWES ACPYD 2Y-IREG CIZS MSTLY 2 to 3 TLSD BUT LCLY
NEAR. Y TOSD. SCOD S'UWRS WILL DVLI OVR,WKN AXD NRN GA
ATT 1400&. VSBYS'l to 3 MUS IN S3iMRS OTRW 5 to 10 WITH
C A 15L U‘.OP.L'JQ

3

WU BI0 ED CB TRLLS. HI GVC Lik SCUD 70 BREN 2 to 3 T 8D
WITI OCHL § WKS. VSBY § to 10 1476 LWk SLGTLY AT TIVES IN
rCPN,

TL3ibson, 0IC
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... TELETYPE SEQUENCE WEATHER REPGRTS,' $/16/42  BH (CAA STATIGN)

~0030C BH C O 15;/71/69¢z3/ooé - o
"oisoc BH C O 183/70/69C/00¢/ sot- ‘ |
0230¢C JBH C T/ 163/70/65C/05b - " e
- 0330C  BH C SPL 9/R- 100/70/69+A4/007 S
0430C BH C SPL 808 156/71/70C/009/ 401 070Y |
‘* 0530C “BR C asa'xsa/7g/7osa/01o
__0830C- BH C EE5B39TR- 191/72/71eA5/010"
0730C  BH C EoOb30LsR- 153/73/71C/Oii/k- 1 TrT/ 33332 5735
(' 0835C 88 C ETowTRe 196/74/72C/012 )
9959C Bl C ET5&DT 200/76/7253/013/3CNL R-
) iJjJC EH clspL E75911¢j‘203/77/7g\u/513/ 103 2705

CLL3C Bn C wivib 200/75/7286/016
S C SPL 1613140 E7551505TRy 20008 /7322/C12/T CNTRD S
1230C BH C /iolohid- 2.‘;3/7‘:“',-_/75‘\5/313 .
1550C Bh C ETowidielRy 1u3/7 /T4=22/011/ o/ VSB/ 532 o704
BH C SPL 16140QF ET5015TARY 153/To/Tuing/T1L/VSBY 1 §

() BH N SPL 161412C E70w1502RW 153/T6/T4¢/015/VSBY 1/2 ¢
Y 1430C BH N E7TOH15D2RW+ Ly 5/ T4773%1/011/VSBY i/2 E -

BH C SPL 161455C ELlodwdRW 193/74,T75+3/2011

15500 BM N El5aweThe 153/75,73ev 2001/ b0 VSEY SN 2F <5 1a

BH X SPL (1500 ?) FlOwwi/aTRuw+ 153/73/7515/011

1650C BH N EL1Ds50aTRY 05/ T1/70T A5/ i1, w.e 735

BN C SPL 15i6%2C ELOuudlivg 230/71/7014/013/ 8L

1730C7 BH N 5PL El wmadThd= 238/72/72C/0id/ 81 VUBY &' 3E 25 ai
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h

18300
1930C

2130C
2230C
23300

2030¢

BH
BH

BH C

BH
BH

BH

- EH c $pL 1sx821c zxoaws TRW- zoo/7a/72c/o;3 ,&\h
¢ Flawu3TRd. 193/72/720/011 "

'-2,; . ® -

- e ———

C 16£®5K- 156/72/71(3/012/ ONE 60333 5705

.......

c @/30@5 200/71/7o~5/013 a | .

C SPL 12£M£R- 200/71/70&8/013/ 1C3 3208

C SPL ESODLEITR-" 200/T1/70+x10/013
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. | iR L. Aceddent No.
; RRGICHAL SAYEYY OPFICIR'S. KEPORT oo T
7. . © AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT nnmouml _ Safety Reg. No, _&
' | " bates/:_g-28-42
LCATIONs 15 Kiles South s.'out.hont‘of Birmingham, u.u;u.
. ' DATE: . s.;:t.ombcr 16, 1942, IDE: (1525 cwe -
AIRCRAYFT: T;'po_l Bozber Modalt B-268B A. C. Murber: 41-17836
CRE: Pilot—Frank W, Taylor, 2nd Lieatensnt h
Co-Pilot——Williza P, Wade, 2nd licutenant : - 0
{ . Bombardier—John A, Johnson, 2nd Liewtenant =~ —— - TTTTTTTTTd

Englneer—Nilliaa John Town, Seigeant v

- Radlo Operator—Gordon B, Schlottman, Staff Scrmnt. -
Other—Reynold J. Drott, Sergeant
Result: Fatal to all occupnat-.

RARBATION Op EVENTS: Flight mms cleared froa Lakeland, Florida, to louisville, ,
Kentucky, via Birmingham, Alabama, Contact Flight Rules with no
landing at Birmingham. At 1340 the Alrport at Bimingham '
reported instrumnt conditions, according to Army Observer,
and at 1412, acoording to C, A. A, Observer. Both of these
stations are locatod at Birminghma Airport -

The mbject. aircraft flew into the instrument weather
and, at the time given above, crashed into the side of one

. of the mny mountains near Birmingham, and exploded and

, - burned. .

( IXVESTIQATION DISCLOSEDs The C. A. A. forecasts and Ammy -forecasts differ., The

enclosed copy of C, A, A, forecast would not indicate a cn-

i dition wilch would be dangerous.

4

There {s no Army forocast enclosed because they are
destroyed when no longer of value., However, the Sergeant .
in charge of the Army weather stations at Birmingham Army "
Alr Base repeated from mmory the forecast he made the i
morning of the 16th. He gave the same report to some
Birsinghaa officers, who were planning a flight thal morning,
He predicted a 00ld front would pass diring the afterncon
. with the Airpord under instrument eonditions at 1A00,
He called for thundershower activity and low ceilings from
0800 to 2400, becoming worse mcr 1200, continued rain
during entire peridd. '
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. 4. 16 disenssing the frontal conditipns with kr, Gibson, ‘
Opsrater. in charge of Weather Bureau for the Co A Asy I = ..
wes " informed that) as.far as’'the Neather Bureau was . e
conserned, there was.no cold front,;; However;: kr..Gibeon

told me that during the four hour period;’during which the -
;g'?_.lh.’oc:nixl-rod: 't.h;. a;u:.unﬁ[nln indicator showed:two inches
of rainfall..' The heaviest part of .thé rain at Birmingham
Alrport fell about one hour after the erash of the B-26..

. and ¥, Gibson said since the- storm came froa the South

a downpour of the ssme intensity would have ocowrred at the
scene of the crashy -~ .. - . - . :

. 1 asimd My, Gibson 4£ he would deseribe /the " storm
4s a small oné or a'large one, He said it was’a Qarge oms.
The Weathar Sergeant at the Air Base said he would describe

-the same thunderstarm as indicating the passage of the

cold front which he had forecast earlier that day.:

I talled to a Mr, Stewart, who lives close to the
scene of the crashs He is not too familiar with aviation
tut claims to have spent soms time arcund the Birmingham
Airport in days gme by, He was sdtting on his front porech
the afternoon of the l4th when he looked up and saw the
ship heading South, He wam't sure whether his house would
be Mt o mt, 20 he ran out into the yard,

The iut.hor, according to Mr. Stewart which waan't
as might have boen accarding to Mr, Qibson, was a low celling
and a 8light drissle wWith visibility very poor, Rowever,

" the natives said it was sero-sero Just aver the ridge and

the Birmingham weather reports Just 15 miles away, show
instruzsnt conditions with showers. This would indicate
bad flying conditions 4f the pilot were trying to iy
contact, ' ©

Mr, StewsFt said the alrplane dida't seem to be under
power but as it neared his house it was in a sliglt left bank
and turned to the Northwest where it hit the ground,

The @aclosed picture marked {1, shows the point of
inpact dnd investigation indicstes that the airplane hit
in about a thirty degree bank and from a flight angls of
about sixty-five degrees. After impact the airplane exploded
and scattered bits of oetal and human flesh over an area of
better than § mile. The trees were tumed for more than 200
feet froa point of impast, - (

.. Nothing ecould be ascertained from wreckage as to any
mecharical failure, ’

Mre Stewart sald the sound of the airplane was a

whistling sound like an airplane makes when landing. He sald
there was some flame, :
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My oxphntion of ‘the Flam described br ¥r, stonrt

. would bo -the usual-backfirs and popping caused by closing

the throttles It would seem to ms that the Ai.rphno had

. been eoun; out of & spin when it cmhod.\

Ss

Opcntion- omcu-- lhould nndercund mo about the
weather befors. clearing flights sach.as this one. .- In-a’ t.ch-
phone conversation with the-present Opsrations Officer at
lakeland, Florida, I was informed that the. Feather &rpnnt
informed Captain Wallin, the-Operations Officer at that time,

- that tlie weather was bad,  The present Operations Officer
-sald such flights might be clear®d to give the pilots practico
.4n mntmmnt. ﬂight. ('l'hi- was a contact flight) -

I bolicvc that pilot.- are being pushed into these
airplanes with insufficient practice on tuin-ongi.mn and .
tuniuarinuon with this aircraft. ,

Adrplane went intoj spin because of poor visibility,
turbulent air, inabilit.y f pilot to fly this airplane on
imtrunnh. '

Poor supervision by highgr suthority.

Inability of pilot to fly instruments., JNo data to show
flying time ofpdlot or instrument. proficiency as this outfit
was on its_way dverseas,

Fallure of pilot to make a 120 degres mm when bad
weathier was encourtered,

Fallure of pilot to orient himself amd land at
Birningham., Yo call was received by radio at the airport.

Iapossiblo weather conditions,.

More thorough meteorological training on the part of
supe visory persemmel, .

That pilots be ardered to land or tum back before
flying into such oconditions,

Pilots be taught erientations while on instruments to
a !‘\1‘*\ degree,

Pilots be taught to use the redio if gouitplo. (otatie
may have interferred if pilot did uee radio, .
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- . INSTRUCTIONS JEEp—

’ . - RETURN, Persons wishing to return this"file will initial eand date the tally -
C} sheet and send the file to the Central Records Section.
' TRANSFFR., If it is desired to transfer this file, the ihdividual originally
charged with the file will .f111 out a transfer form in duplicate, send the original
. to the Central Records Section, and attach the duplicate to tho file for transmit-
. tal to the second person,

PROWIBITORY, All persons are forbidden to remove pepers from this file with- .Y
out’' the written suthority of the Chief Clerk. All persons are forbidden to remove
this fne from the-Central' Records Section, A G. QOffice, except by special suthority
of the Adjutant. General, AAF.

RETURN TO THE CENTRAL RECORDS SEGTION
‘ AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE

o

SOME ONE ELSE ‘MAY  WANT IT
\ | H3-9-se-F
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