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WAR DEPARTMENT J . = Py . . 0 '
A AR, 4 . L et . @,
FomM o 1A » . ".FLIGHT REPORT - enaingesing - K ot
TENTAYIVES 12.18- R , . : L \ ‘ , !
INSPECTION' STATUS LR o SERVICING AT STATION Or TAKE-OFF Calie - e,
’ v - oareor - v p—— (CABCK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKE-OFF) © - .
Houe »y P e graTion
_PREFLIGHT | w,g M “Baar Fisld ;
Aoy wlg ) S “‘Wlﬂ SO0 | TANKS ic
23 HOURS 285:00° : .. R
1
|, pomouns - 50300
+ 100 HOURS " N )
LIS
. v .
- -

e INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY_EGUIPMENT:

EQUIPMENT “ ! | SYMDOL.| INSPECTED WY * -BTATION
L]
BOMBARDMENT .
\ GUNNERY — . . | bt
! CHEMICAL . ' - . - e
COMMUNICATIONS - . EXCEPTIONAL RELEASK P VR,
: WHEN THE-*'STATUS TODAY"* IS INDICATED ‘BY A RED SYMBOL,
PHOTOGRAPHIC . AND AN *‘EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE'® HAS NOT ‘BEEN GRANTED
¥ BY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING OFFICER, THE PILOT OF THE
NAVIGATION AIRPLANE WILL BIGN ‘THI$ RELEASK BEFORK FLIGHT,-
N . S R - . ;
. RELEASED FOR [ ] %
I FLIGHT .o b . " :
- - - } ®
Ny NS AIRPLANE AND ENGINE TIME RECO
REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS - SEE INSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER. I T “.  * (ENTER IN HOURS ANO MINUTES) .Ro
s - :
- v . waine | oo n.2" | wo.s | wo.e
. N . -7 ‘ HOURS °
—PTIOT NOTR: 300 gals, only in laft main tanks Mayer. rooare | 203115 | 20345 | .
g i n - . « o] HouRrs |- ﬁ' R Bt
. Filled left main tank « Douglass, 70 DATE
. . - R . - S \ ToThL P o
. . - |0 Simare B N
) Y R g .t . iNG DUE . : N
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PR PR e YO OATE o] e
< . ~ ¢ e
- T Atrerans .%aToDAY © l
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; . . e .
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'rake-o Time: 13:45

] CON Ol D'ZU"

Type © ight & Pu.rposex Iao fligh
tike of . proposed flight' - 4 hrsg AP ek
Record of Flights. Fuel fof{§:1/2 m?ot’m in

13

r
,N “\ZW”K‘H@
1roTbd*e 1%
in an attempt’to’ piokiup: the« othdr;‘B-26B 3 i
bad for-.seelng omar:hi R 50 on” rulio conpus»
where weather conditions werdrTeported. good, w.Over Chi o TokAd
,up the other ship and flew férmation about 1 hri; ,'1‘ Tz‘m
“uiwas:get for P Wayne»i‘adio "beam-and flew according’~ toMt'm-Aftor
_the E.T.A, was:out“the compass vesred to" the:left’ continuoualy.md-,
" {he’ mountainous. country below.-indicated that we -were far from Ft::
-.Nayne, Baer Field-tower was immediately. called and the’ aituation
explained, ' Several attempts were made Bo read the name of*a: hodiun 2
size city whiech seemed to be Swainesville.(may not be apolled cor- '
’ rectly) The gas was down to 100 gals in- oaeh tank. Al ~

. Baer ﬂ—mmrmi}od—gnd—tom_xh&uh m- “going to

-Jump
radio beams were tried but there was an overlapping or aignaln
making its use worthleas. 0 PR
v ““eJt ol W8T '
A 11ght line was picked up until an alrpert was- Jig)nted with: @on- :
crote runmays (Dayton Municipal Adrport),

Landing' Conditions - dark when airport sighted, Four apmoaches‘ L
were made., Wind was about 10 mi/hr into the south. (Determined by '

I—— L T 2E Because the runways could not be seen,.,

each a oach was made at a different a OMOMOOLW_\R_
. & 2000'

e A

‘I dcoidod to land into the south because it seeud to be free from

._.obstructions, It was important that we land on this approach as
the red 1ights were on; indicating that we had less than 50 gallons
of gas in each tank. The approach was made at 1500 and an effort
was made to tend to undershoot rather than overshoot because of
buildings which appeared to be at the end of the runway.

Fnotl of Flight
No maps in ship
U HF set out
Radio oompass tock us to Chicago
Radio compass went out
Radio beam signals overlapped
Radio Faollity Ohart - Aug\ut ’ 191.}
Radio compass set on 251 Fr '
No flood 1ights on the thld

Runwaya were nat nnod with 11¢M|.

v




WAR %r&aﬂum.
(Reviood Joa 37, M) IRCRAFI'
: -ER (il Will complete loou\inq data o solid

llucnb)

Flight Identifcation -
"No. 2.

“

OrxraTiONS OFFicn

Fz.-Wuvne, Indy .

’, .
DAt .. &G—Bi-&'z‘

ADDRESS L .
. , {Comm: M -
B-26B ff T??ﬂ'i : . Baer Field
. (Alrphnnmodol) : (Berial ber) 5t i eEeT (liome station) .
NAME AND RANK OF CREW m OTHER occmum-s —W' : e
1 —_:IHJ.B:.;A&J#;!LL&L ~. "B.C. Py
2. THOLE, RnIo ‘2nd Lt. - < .
3. DOWLASS, R.S. Sgt.
« . COLLINS, X.F. Sgts- ~ e N — e
v 4 - /
To' 1a ¢ To = x i
° v (Route) * (Altitude) 0 — via (Route) ot (Amwa.)‘
To via Rouie) at o  To
Lboal ) 200 MMM L6210 i J
(Destination) (Alr (T tting trequencics)
1330 +00 87102 raaam!
(Proposed take-oft time) (:.%M tire oa route) Celoums of fosl soardy Recelver only 01 No.radio o
REMARKS:
(Axm_-u slrport—for instrument Bight only)

“Thorough consideration has been given by the pilot to/the Nzczasary Mars, Exxsnoxncy Equirnznt, NoticES TO AmnuEN, and

Wrataer Coxprrions affecting the-proposed-flight. - The

¢ is familiar with Jocal fight rules and reguh.tionl and those ¢

f the Civil

Aeronautics Administration. e
WEATHER: C@” N0  FORECAST FOR RO (E. T. E. plus two houn): ...Q.Y.ox.@u.i,_;onx broken
ceiling 2000 ft. Visibility 6 miles in haze. Surface winds W to N¥ at-10 to -
’ ot — - ——
20 h. N ——
e ‘f L
WINDS ALOFT: ' i at s at

t
(Bost altitude-+2,000 u.u

(Bcnydm

2

(Best altitude—2,000 feet)

L.

Lt. AE.F. MILLER

e 5/3g%e GAbEOR, Ste Mary
(Signature of weatherman)

(Blunwnolpﬂot)

—

D ‘o,
Commsand Senlor * Pllot
“Tpllot pliot

Flight plan lu;m:lthd to: o ATS. 1247 /u/COIonel Re COPSEY -
{Control Ihuonh (Time) - hority (not req d for d and senfor pliota)
Approval recelved: lg_ﬁ;z, @ S . .
Tako-off reported by: «ccceresreeonaees. . )| /o/Captain H.Ds ..Im..&!%)..@@...-nm
L Orew (Or o) C olloer—-0 o pllota)
Tako-off ..3355..... Mossage st by; JOwOE ...‘.1:353 A true CO . RILKY, Cap¥ain,

retions Officer.

Alr Corps,

DEPARTURE RECORD

{Pilot) (Alrplabe model uu! ot vios num bot)

. .

[ Mty

. (Time end dale of departure) ° (Line crewman s dignature), .
Thils Doparture Record will be given to the pllot who in turn will give i\ to the line crewwman, The line crowman will oomploh and

dolivor to oporations offices,
v 11014
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. ) LA,
. . . .
LA . '

PIIOT'S STATEMENT |

o ‘.
.

%ot ot i November 1 1942

.o '.-—1.7,,;_

Record oI B-26B2 guermlﬁal-u%z) n;gnr. = 10/;1/42 ] .

. e . . Y ea . . s ' ‘.-‘:“‘?\J‘ e
% Take-off Times 13145 . , .. ) e A e
Type . of Flight & Purpose:t local ﬂ:lght, formtion with"another‘ B

time of proposed flight = 4 hra. : O
Record of Flight: Fuel rof-f5~11/2 hrs’ of"nyin jt i‘i ld Ut
} o -4n an-dttempt ' to pick up ‘the- ‘other!B-26B;. *uther*conditiona“nro‘“‘ S
, . bed for seeing other shiﬁs, '80_headed for Chicagse.on radio.compas
where weather conditions weré reported: good. #.0ver: Chicago. picked
up the other ship and flew formation about 1 hr.. The: Yradio,compas
~wastiet for Ft Viayns radis beam ar and T1aw according to<it,7 After .

the E,T.A. was out the compass vesred to the-left continuoualy and

. thé mountainous country below indicated that we were far from Ft '

1 Wayne,  Baer Fleld tomer was immediately.called and the sitvation.
explained, Several ‘attempts were made to read the name of'a medium
size city which seemed to be Swainesville (may not be spelled cor-"
rectly).. The gas was down to 100.gals in oach tank .

.. Baer Field tower was called ahd"told that the eonpass ‘was goi

"_Dbe-used and if no fields came in sight the crew would Jusp.i Tho
Tadio beams were tried but there was an overlapping” of signals
mking its use vvr:ri'.hlesgK ’

e - "‘T“"' o Q‘P b
A light 1ine was picked up until an airport was’ éighted w:lth con-
croto runways . (Deyton Municipel A:I.rports)° .

Landing: Conditlons - dark when airport sighted. Four approaches ..
were made. Wind was about 10 mi/hr into the south, (Determined by N
smoke \south of hangar). Because the runways could not be seen, .,

each ap roach was made at a dirferent altitude (10001, 1500, 2000!

& 2000!

I deoided to land into the south because it seeed to be free from
obstructions, It was important that we land on this approach as
the red lights were on, indicating that we had less than 50 gallons
of gas in each tank. The approach was made at 1500' and -an effort
was made to tend to undershoot rather than overshoot because of
buildings whioh appeared to be at the end of the runway.

1. Faots of Flight
x No maps in ship
U HPF set out
Radio compass took us to Chicago
Radio ocompass went out
Radio beam signala overlapped ' -
Radio Facility Chart « August, 1941 ®
Radio compass set on 251 Freq.
.No flood lights on the field _ .
‘Runways were not lined with lights,

x«l f “‘q.
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. Landed at 18:200ST ~ ¥ .- - ., B O S
. Time of Flight 4 hrs 30 min ST jl. w7 o - :

" Total crew 6 = all uninjured -
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WAR DEPARTMENT Flight IdentiAcation

BB ,,Amcnm‘mmm K

- on selid lines o-!y)
. Ft. Wayne, Ind. Cee )
OrzraTIiONS Orrics .. : ‘ 8 . Du'. 10-31-2_;2 L '
ApDREss - .
. . (Colnm R
_B-26B ~ “‘TT'T%"“"“““"""" .- Baer F1e1d \
e (Alrplane model) oo (th mhl‘) (uam muu) " -
NAME AND RANK OF CREW AND OTHER OCCUPANTS - [ __W , ;
1. MILLER, A.E.F. lat Lt. - e HILTON- ByCo Prte. W.--m:-
9. THOLE, ReI. 2nd Les  # ~ - “- . o, - SVITH, R.H. Sgte R
s __ DOUGLASS, R.S. Sgt. - . ‘o
4 __ COLLINS, K.F. Sgt. - . 0 -
To ﬂ; ) at ' To - via at
(Route) T (Alutude) (Route) (Altitade)
To via: " __ To — vis at '
Local 200 o 6210 (kR:M ke W
{Destinstion) (Alr “\ (Transmitting frequencics)
1330 4+00 59014}2 Reoeiver only O Nomdio_____ . O
(Proposed take-o( tima) (Estimated time oo route) (Bours of lud sboard) '
N - REMARKS:
for instrument Bight only) .,

Thorough eomlderatlon has been given by the pilot to the Nxcessany Mars, Exzrorncy Equirnznt, Nozicxs 70 Amuen, and
Wrearner ConpITIONS aflecting the proposed flight. Thé pilot is familiar with local flight rules and regulations and those of the Civil °
Aeronautics Administration.

WEATHER: Clr’N O = FORECAST FOR ROUTE (E. T. E. plus two hours): ..OYOKGQSE Jower broken . -
ceiling 2000 ft., Visibdbility 6 miles in -haze, Surface winds W to NW et 10 to

20 mph.. e -
WINDS ALOFT: :at H at : at
- (Boat sltitude-+2,000 feet) (Best aitisude) (Beat altitude— 2,000 feet)
e B/S@% 2, GARAOR._ St e MATY .x __Lt, A.E.F, MILLRR o’ @ i
. (Bignature of weatherman) (Bununolpuo() Command Benior  Pliot a
b PR, tuf bty 4 e e .- ,,v"f'“‘ e _p.u‘,* -
: ATC 12 olonol R OOPS!Y
Flight plan submitted to: ATG.. 7. _1..!° . Y o D—
Approval received: "}(?rﬁ s(wu‘m C e
Tako-off roported by: «emmeesreeseeses e To ..M { °/°‘P“1“ H.D. MILEY (“gz@%’@r i
(Orswmaa) ©r aficar—
Take-oll ..1.2.&.... Mossage sent by: JOWSE 1351 A true CO o RILXY, Capthain,
¢ Alr Corps, rations Officer.
. . B
DEPARTURE RECORD . -
e ~ (Ammud-nu aumben) )
(Time whd date of depariur {Line 'nm:l Henaturs)

This Departure Rocord will be givea to the pliot who ln turn will give (A to the lse srewman. The line crewman will complete and |
dollver to operationa offioed,

=10




CO-PILOT'S STATEMEN? -
SRR

Rocord mm of n-zsae urphni’, _m 179&2. Ootobor n 49&2. |

\ " Approxina ’*“t‘i- of takestr 115, FLight was §0 be 10

’ formation," cirohd field and could not' locate other ship bocmo
of bad yisibility,: Set: radio’ conplu at chicago trcqucncy. ‘Flew

————ctni;ht.to_chiugo-ahom 0. tion
with, ‘ Flew foraation for about oné=-lalf hour| Left .B-R6B and det
v radio éompass on Fort Wayne! frequency, Fort Wayne mquney)bom
. 251, Followed oompass until we:found ourselves. over mountainous .

country, - /xnnoouthincmtbomum compass took us in cire
cles, Circled small town and tried to locate ourselves, no luck,
Resel redio compass for. ind" followed it until we found
1ight line, Followed light. line to Dayton Municipal Airports: Ap=--
proached fisld at 10007, oauldnot-q&hpou .
field at 1500f, could not make out runways, Made two approaches
at 2000!, mstmahofmlnmingnght. Made f£ifth approach

%
‘5
fs




' ' - N /
— t ¢ , ™ l O (.mm
N o '~ -
: DEPOT
. T CHIO -

Date of Acoidents n-&

‘_snbdoct. Mcidant n.port Ons n.asael ‘!il!:lilﬂlg g ' .
- To3 w " —

Nature of mm,. mu',“
Looatisa of Acoidents unuw, Ohlo

Ai!?lm‘rhos_lgz mmw.w &rmu.& n...ﬁ

Description of . s

T.06 #02-1-15 gw.u stoppage of engine - : ) v
Right landing.gear - 10% -
Left landing gear 25%
'Nose wheel landing gear :
“"Left propeller blades .
Right propeller blades
Left wing flaps
Forward bomd bq doors
Ieft wing
Right wing
Left aileron
Wing flaps
Fuselage
Engine cowling

ERERuEnEERE

A o n e



BASC WEATHER STAT |DN
PATTERSON FIELD
FAIRFIELD, OHIO

. S * NOVCMBER 7, 19L2

TTHE FOLTOw T ARE—SEATHER NCBORTS REGEIVED AT
PATTFRSON FIELD, OMID BETWEEN 1730EWT ANMD 2030CWT

ON OCTOS8ER 31, 1@&2.

211308
LY C© 307%0-L9H %) ”A/zaxxm/w 7/8100Ve/ Lo2 7005
PK E2070C5H 112/.,9/31%20/9.36/7 503 5006

31153 0€

Oy C 27D6H 1a// 4o 40\1?/9$u
PK C7Z00LH 115 LO12/707

® 3115308
Ty tT3007 125/L7/ GQT&PIP
oK E17o b OV P4

LY € SPL 312005E O A\25/L7/Lon2/)00

3120%0E |
DY C < 12 /,4/,,\11 3o, o' e , ;
PV sPL & ) 49/' 7 7(““(’ ‘ ‘ / )Or ,CG"' P ’tr.o

' -—
~ . /:mw/L f / ,711;4
BRI e - JROGERT_E. FLEOWN f?Z
- - 1 )T LT . A I H (./‘».)Hp b ’ T e
DASE WEATHER oFr{nth,
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MSG 8 WA NOV 1/42 '
PATTERSONFIELD OHIO 31 -1006P - . .
cG AAF ATTN-AIR INSPECTOR, ‘WASH-DC_ o S

g

. LY ¢
:

.OP “kO NINETEEN FORTY TWO OCTOBER THIRTY ONE NINETEEN FORTY TWO

L N R ]

DAYTON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT PILOT- MILLEB BAER FIELD BELIEVE LANDING

*"‘-*-vwn-m« Arspp o a® (TR

ACCIDENT BELIEVE OVERSHOT, RUNWAY LOCAL BAER SIXTEEN ZERO Z2ERQ X
THREE . MILES FOﬁTY 0&5 ONI Séng NIﬂE OKR UO B TWENTY SIX AERFIELD

b e

FXTENT' UNKNOWN .UNKNOWN FAD INSPECTING UNKNOWN SIGNED " LAWVER,

-~ . it e e e s e ,
iy e,

~ ~ Cr .. . :
. .+ EAJKOPM .= '
xJ-» R B . \

. . " RS o n may e Lo . . . 1
S e l!“ N . . b
. LY J .

.
t .
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R
*xxxzxxxxnxxxxxx

BOLLING VLPATTERSON . NR'18 012 IAZNGR67 NP mwvyfémWﬂgp;
< e \‘l,)ll‘)w

CG. AAF WASHNDC;gATTENTJON AIR-INSPECTOR R T S

.

STOP OP FOUR SEVEN THREE REF OP FOUR FOUR ZERO FURTHER IVVESTIGATION
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A U, SLARY, ATR PORCES -GN :

Dmm'romm OF FLYING- SAFETY. s f1 o i v n (007
L REGIONAL SAFETY OFFICER'S REPORT L D=
SRTE - AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT' INV:.STIGATION AR

r'} - R C - ,i‘“.

. . ¢ - . . N R

L - - e . ACCIDENT no.

V}f_ S S S SAFETY mscrou NO. 1o
' - . S DATE December 12,1942,
— i .J .'- ’ , ~

' LOCATION: “Vandana-,‘ tho. Dayton Municipal Airport.
DATE: October 31, 1942 - Timet~ 1920 E.M.T.
AIRCRAFT: Type: Medium Bombardment - Models B-26B2 = A.F.No. 41-17942,

CREW: Pilot Albert E.F.Miller, 1lst Lt, A.C, -
S Co-Pilot: Robert I, Thole, =  2nd Lt. A.C.
- T Radio Gu.nner. Kenneth F, Collins, Sgt., A C.

" Reagan H, Smith, o
Gunners: Robert I. Douglassy, " "
”

Battle C. Hilton, - Pvt, "

RARRATION OF EVENTS:

: Adrcraft, B-26B2, A.F. No. 11-17942 with 1t. A.E.F.Miller as
Pilot, accompanied by the above crew, took off from Baer Field, Ft.Wayme,
Ind. at 1355 C.W.T. Oct. 31, 1942 on a local predrranged formation train-
ing flight with-another B-26B aircraft. Lt. Miller could not locate
the other B-26 after take off because of local restricted visibility due

«————to—emke—end—hazo—sv—ﬁw-to-cmugnmmm airplanes
- rendezvoused; and- flew formation-around Chicago-and to a point-near
——ehdmera—fm——rdiﬂmcmhpproﬁmtely—%ﬂieﬁr&&—okehicew
Illinois,.where the formation broke up, by interphone agreement, and
they headed for Baer Field, . The_Pilot, Lt..Ulller, tuned his radio
compass on Ft, Wayne radio and proceeded to fly by it as he had no maps
until the lapse of his E.T.A. and mountainous terrain appeared underneath,
The pilot then diacovered the redio compass was not functioning properly
as it continuously point.od to the left resulting in the pilot flying
™~ circles 80 he resst it, The pilot then contacted Baer Fleld Control
Tower by radlo and explained the situation at the same time desoribing
the terrain and town above which he was circling as he did not even
know his general location from Baer Field at the time. He then informed

PR o = e 1o - T e gty Pt e 3 1, RPN H



‘way #A, Indianapoli- < Dayto which he followed . until ,he’ picked up..
- flasher signal G,. Brookville?

- the Dayton Municipal Airport):Baer Field Jower.informedt

- his location after locating;the G'flamher. ahd Englewood jal80:info
- Ang . him of the afrport. lbcation ‘Justias=the: pilot’ptated*ﬁb«had

left engine and vd.ng tip,

Baer Field that he was 'going td-use the compass and :Lf no. ﬁ.e‘lda came .

‘ in aight they would ‘resort to barachutes. ; st

». o ..:\w;x*

The pilot tinally interhected the li 'h

;Ohio, then 1dentiﬁ.od mglewood 2 Ohio.',
by a painted:sign; then observed. ‘the light ‘colored’ ccmsntﬂrgnways O

‘ﬁpilot of

aerved the. runways and waa proceedingl_to lmgl" i€’

lod l

. . The pilot circled the airport four times during nhich he
ma.de as many landing approaches from altitudes in the féllowing order

\61500 2000 = 2000. ft. -The pilot decided to land from the north
on th
conditions of approaching darkness during which he undershot the airport
by 200 ft., striking a small ditch and’a rock near the edges of the air-
port, tearing the nose and left gear off. . The aircraft skidded through
the airport fence and onto the turntable ,foming the north.end -of the
runway where it came to rest on the right gear, bot.tom of fuselage,

3

fe)

None of the occupahta were injuréd;y

INVESTIGATION DISGiDSED

1. 'I'here was no fa:l:lure of the structure and controla or mal-
mnctioning of the engines prior fo the impact. There was a “a malfunc-.
tioning of-the radio compass and an over-riding of the radio beam sig-
nals in flight reported by the pilot. The antenna systems and other
parts of the radio compass and radio receiver were so damaged by the im

pact that no Wiﬁfﬁ“infm*!mn—could‘be—uoortdmd-u to tha_cauae
of the malfunctioning of the radio equipment.

The method employed by the pilot in controlling the volume
of the receiver, audio or intensity of s#ignal, may have resulted in

_over-riding of signals, Too many pilots turn on the jackbox volume

control excessively on strong astations or when close in resulting in
over-riding. The pilot was able to transmit and receive on voice as
continuous contact was mintained between the airplane and Basr Field
Tower.,

2 The subject flight was the first the pllot had madé from
Baer Fleld, ‘

3 There was no map of the local region ih the airplane,




The 'pi sta at “he: y k pt f.ucﬁ;" the exact’
cation from Chicago and uhenuthey broke up: formation' he’ di.d. not ! think:

< they.were as far south so steered 'a: generhl course,’ E.S.Enabout. 120'
or-the general reciprocal of ‘the course flown to. Chicago, and that- duo .
to the fact that he, did not have & map he could not, orientate himself:':
and determine their, ‘position from Ft, Wayné which reau.lted in ‘their. fly-
ing 120° instead. of. 80° from Chalmera ’ Ind., as he thought Ft. Way'ne waa
atill S.E. Tram their position”- ) ‘

8. - e pllot and ‘Squadron Operations had cleared the flight on
the Form 23 that due consideration had been given to weather, necessary
maps and equipment for the flight which was then presented to Base Oper-
ations who cleared the data specified on the Form 23 and weather for the
flight involvedi " ‘

9. ' The Dayton Minicipal Airport lhnager stated that, #The- aubject
B~26 arrived.at the airport well before dark and had he not £lowd around

so long the pilot could have landed before dark as he held American Aire
lines scheduled trip out to give the pilot a chance to. get int,

LT 104 There is appro:d.mately ao-gals.~o£_£u

ta.nk when the red’ light_c.?:a on which should have been: known by the

.pilot as he could have ed power when he saw he was underahoot.ing.

‘1. Tho -airport boundary, obataclo and mmmy appmch*nghtl

were lighted at the time which the pilot apparently.did not observe, or
~’--""~-did~not-understand/ )wir-maning,"in«tho “dmpadt-with-the-fenge-cut=the:-.....
light line and they went out., Also the pllot did not signal or call

—"‘—‘rorrmnghtmnmwrmt—onnlumqueatod-br—the—pnotfr—-——“~

Furthermore, no attempt was made by the pilot to contact Dayton Tower
on 278 ke, although the operator broadcast blind to' the B=26 and used
the light gun besides to facilitate cluri.ng him to land,

12, The undorlignod. was at Bur Field Base Oporltiom at the
time the first radio contact. from the airoraft.was. made when the pilot
first decided the ‘compass was malfunctioning md that he was lost,’

The transmission from the aircraft was receiviyd nomally and apparently
the Tower was received bty the pilot as-he ans d immediately and gave

' ‘




the_requested ‘infomation, i

el [

- cardinal rules of flying, possession of a map for the region or flight-

e PO

Z‘c s . ' 0
Squadron’and Group Commanders ‘'were. contacted and/requested to’correst

1405 It ‘was’ .~ per P
. gether with the fact that the pilot had not complied. with one of .the::

/ﬂv‘w_v,..;g;;qt;gy> R O Ly L T S T T —~ T —
kel 3 .:;@3’_1‘!10 »pilot -yasj\_i,ntez:v_i,ewgd*"ind ‘the yarious:
ormitted were: pointed ‘ot which’he'r

eadily ‘admitted !

the training deficiency:of the'pilots:and operating. procsdures which

they agreed to. doi’:: The: Commanding’ Officer of ;the:320th’ Bombardment

Group.was: far from being satisfied with the. ‘training’proficiency; of;

the personnel’' of:the 320th’'Group and’ so statediiis: See’ statement - of
o Flint Garrison, Jri"attached) i, shuissdmlisiin S

It ‘was pointed out that the faulty

-

‘involved, had cost the loss of nearly a new aircraft and equipment and
-sqriously. Jeopardized the lives of a combat crew, - If the pilot had: ’

podsessed  the proper map he could have orientated his positien.in ten
minutes at-the most by the simplest fundamental rules of navigation and
proceeded by Magnetic Compass or, the Wabash River d.iroct'tq Baer Field,

15, = The pilot was presented with the underlying cause of this
accident, a Copy of Regional Aeronautical Chart 9M, by the undersigned
and instructed to comply hereafter with one of the fundamental rudiments
of flying passed up‘through- the years, to always-have-a-map-of-the-local—
region available on every flight regardless of the mission, " ‘This pilot
was very mich chagrined and realized the gravity of his error. He
learned a much needed lesson which could havé cost a great deal more in
that the accident could-have resulted in fatal injuries to the crew as

. $he result of his carelessness and lack of forethoughte

16, ;'I‘he Dayton ‘Municipal M.rpgrt is large enough for the success-

" #ul landing of a B-26 airplane having 4000 ft. E.f., NeWe = S.E.;

3600 fte NoEs = S.W,, 3500 £t, N.S., cement runways 100 ft. wide entire
field 315 acres sod available, - low approaches available from West -

.SW,_and North.. Lighted, boundary, obstacle and flood,

PROBABLE CAUSEe T —————————
Fallure of the pilot to apply power available to prevent

: undershooting the airport during final approach,
PROBABLE CONTRIBUTING FACTORS:
~1s  Action of the pilot in taking off without the basic naviga-
tional equipment necessitating an emergency landing on a strenge airport
under conditions of restricted visibility due to darkness, . .
——— AR
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e Weathef Repo rt. T
. 5, Flight: Report,‘Forx; b

6. _Description of Damage Rsport.
% 7, Two Coples Statement of Colonel Flint Garrison, Jrs

8, Five Photographs.
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WAR nnm’ruxm' C

P‘O 0. 93
(Revised J-n. 1,1

(Mrﬂm modd) et ~— (Bethl nnm;r)- —_— (ﬁomo nulon) .
NAME AND RANK OF CREW: AND OTHER occmum'rs s ___xnnmnmx
I _MILLEB,_L.LL_J.gt Lt. e __ HILTON,:B.C.’ Pvt, - ~;"
2. 'mom R.I. 2nd Lt. : s e SMITH; R.H.-'Sgti
5 DOUGLASS, R.S.’ sgt. ' T e ' o
« _ COLLINS, K.F. S8gé: .
To : via at To via at .
‘ ,"(l_lm) © (Altitude) " . (Rot/xh) (_A_ltll.:ldo)'~
To via T - at T To via (m;uui at - e )'
Local 200 ke _ 6210 e —
) (Alrs ) . (Transmitiing freqpencies) .
13}0 4+00 . Pg" 1/2 - Receiveronly __________ 1 No radio »)
(l'ropouad take-od time) , (Kstimated time sa route) (Hours of fual aboard) .
. REMARKS:

. (Alternate airport—for Mpx_ncnt flight only)

- o

Thorough com!dention has been given by the pilot to the Nzcessary Mars, Exsroency EquipuaNT, Norices ro AIRMEN, and
\WraTHER CONDITIONS sﬂocting the propoeed fiight. The pllot is lunilur with local flight rules and regulations and those of the Civil

Aoronautics-Administration. -
WEATHER: C 2N 0 FOREC)\ST FOR ROUTE (E. T. E. plus two houns): ... OVercast lower broken
ceiling 2000 ft. "Visibility 6 miles in haze. Surface winds W to MM at 10 to

20 DNy e ———_—-
WINDS ALOFT: P SO at ... PR B
.= (DBest altitude+3,000 hot) (Best altitude) (Best altitude—2,000 foet)
S/Sgt. Gibson, St. Mary ~ Lt. A.E.F. NILLER 0 o0 =
(8ignature of westharman) {Signature of pliat) Command Benior Pllot
- pliot pllat
Mb‘_—-L 12L7 Y/a wee Q::&Q-P.—.s-:.g.:r..—-mwmmm——"
Flight-plan-submi (o“w?ﬁ‘) T s by (o T e o T T
A pproval recelved: ...1.2.47 T —
'I'ako—olf Toported by. e . To.aM Y £-7/+73 57 3 130 09 9 II-‘-T&W ) .....
(Crewman) (Op-nuu:fasl Olearance m—omm and ssntor pliots)
Takeoff .. koo M A true COPYt HARR n. RIL!:!, Captain,
A TRUE c8PY ‘{? Air Corps, Operations Officer.
o L
l.t Li.uto ') ':\"\
DEPARTI_JRE RECORD
(Fliot) (Alrplans mods And Bervice RUMbS)
......... s T T TPTOR NS

This Doparture Record will bo given to the pilot who In turn will glve it to the lino crowtuan, Tho lino orowinan will complote
1 doliver to operations officor, .

10 ~BASAR-1 W 6 SeviRuEENT PRIRTING OPPICE
|
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FORM NO, 1 A ’ 0),.r
TENTATIVE '2-'.-.'

C."‘

,mf": msmq-rlon nwrus U‘w?
e it

a‘;. ~.

<"*;unvacqu STATION OF TAKE-OFP
e (CHWK lNNmAmV ‘SEFORE TA KE-OFF) -,

» nu«hﬁ

| sl my .

PREFLIGHT

_OAILY ¥

r\m'!w

f ol SERVS

Wl NOV LY |

e G
TAN

RADIATOR

CHECKED

JCED

NIRRT 9.0
23 nouns &

30 HOURS

100 HOURS -

‘1|\|

RQUIPMENT XL

oy

BOMBARDMENT 735

GUNNERY' i it & |
CHEMICAL ™

M@QJ@%&&: m'*w i

COMMUNICATIONS | | R PR . ; EXCEPTIONAL RELEASK ;. :
N B R T o | WHEN THER SYSTATUS TODAY 18 INDICATED BY A RIS SYMBOL,
PHOTOGRAPHIC : | o .AND AN *EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE'' HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED
o = . ~ | .. BY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING GFFICER, THE PILOT OF THE
HAVIGATION . : LA : AIRPLANE WILL 8IGN THIS RELEASR BEFORK FLIGHT. ... ¢ © .
: . RELEASED FOR .
A o ) . . G FLIGHT t o,
. he, e , v B

AIRPLANE AND ENGINKE TIME nncono
2 (ENTER IN HOURS AND MINUTES) -

M TO DATE

HOURS .
sYO DATE

RS
e '.:E;.\:'

" Ao s e ek b . i

RETURN THIS STUB TO:
BUDGET OFFICE, '
WRIGHT-F1EED;
DAYTON, -

OHIO - P
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HEADQUARTERS 3204h BONEAFDUENY GROUP - © ¢
* BAER FIELD, PORT WAYNE, INDIANA .. ' . . .

g 1. 1 ueumed coxnmand of the 320th Bomb Group at Baer”,Field' Fort,Wayne, i ix
-Indiena—on—October—BOrl9h2.——Thie-outfimnered_to_beﬂiuﬁpdm;y_Mt{Lror
movement ‘overseas:and is far from' appmeching the:standards’of’ ‘training ‘required:in
secret letter, Army Alr 'Forces .1st: Concentration: (Comrand, ‘Cincinnati;Ohio dated ‘Sepf
ber 1, 191,2. - 'Subjects | Bolero training directive File 353.0 -(Bolero o

-~ 2« The basie. principle involved in thie phaee of the training 8 to.prepare
rilots to safely deliver their -aircraft overseas. ' This group at present in my "
estimation does not meet the standards neceeeary for: this type of movemenf..

3. This unit was activated July 1, 1942 and trainiﬂg began on. that date.
On July 8th it. had 8 qualified first pilots on B-26's, - It received.its'first .
airplane on July 15, 1942, .. Treining at MacDill Field, apparentlydid not: keep up
the -OTU achedule and the movement.from first phase-to second phase training was
made with' first phase training only partially completed. -On August 8,:1942 this
group was moved to Lakeland, Florida with 32 airplanes at the *same time that
Group Commander and Group Executive Officer were changéd, They had at this time
about 8 Iiret pilote per squadron or 32 pilots in all,

b Lakeland Ay Air Base #2 was not completed at the time the group moved
and the group personnel had to take over all the duties 6f the base in ad-
tion to their OTU training, The Group Commander had also to-take on the res-
ponsibilities and the duties of the Base Commander. Second phase training was
carried out at Lakeland Army Air Base until September 16th at which.time the .
‘group was moved.to the "Army” Air Forces, Concentration Center ‘at—Baer Field; Fort—-
Wayne.- -According to schedule the second phase of the OTU training ehou]:d have
been completed at this time when actually in my opinion the group had barely
finished its first phase training; At this time the Ground Echelon was divorced
from-the-Flight Ethelon- 80- ~that only- t.he—mght Echelon-arrived -at_Baer_ Fleld,.

—5+To-date-this—group- hee—had—e—totel—of~n1ne-airphne..eccidente.e£.mw ~
four were fatal, These nine accidents occurred during a sixteen-week period.
—During-the-latter-part—of-the-month-of September and all the month'of October
pilots had-very little opportunity to fly due to lack of equipment, Quite a few -
pilots did not get in any flying time during the month of October, ~ It is be-
lieved by me that in order to insure safe delivery of airplanes of this group
to their destination that considerably more training at this time ias essential,
The following is a list of training requirements that should be accomplished
before this group should be required to undertake delivery of these airplaneex
1. Map reading for all pilots and co-pilots
2+ Use of weems plotters -
3¢ Bean flying and instrument flying = 5 hours
U Crou-eountry nying in dlﬂ-i,m wit.h pilots doing all the mvigntion
T .10 heure P ,




’ 5¢- 1000 mils navigation flight for all pilots with 'migator doing navi-

* auu

gation, airplane mediumly heavy loaded for gas eonsumption check -

6. 1000 mile navigation f,light for all« pilots with m.tigator doing
* navigation and .airplane fullyloaded vdth gaa conaumption t:he’ek and
navigation error check = 5 houra » . . = S

£ ‘ T “APractice homing on leader of formation by vd.ngmen with use of ra.dio
compasa - 2 hours,

6., It is believed that this training can be accanplished if ‘sufficient
airplanes were available so that twenty-four airplanes could be flown daily during
the period in about three FLYING weeks, It is requested that upon receipt of our
airplanes an additional three weeks be allotted for this very vital training.

; FLINT GARRISON, JR.,

" Colonel, Air Corps,
Commanding.

I CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE COPY

ELLauneend

E.N. TOWNSEND, Lt. Col., Air Corps. o
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