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STATEMENT

Lt. Wheeler's Plane was attacked by fighters just after waking the turn
north of Rome at 1412 hours. Its'Tail was partially shot away and one engine
caught on fire. The pilot stayed in formation until about 15 miles west of
the coast, then headed for Gorsica with an escort of 3 B-26's. No redio contact
could be made with it by the escort, and escort saw it go down to 2000', fall
sharply to 1100', and emplode at 1h45 hours at L1° 30' N, 11° 05' B, No chutes
were seen, An oil slick and one lae West, partially on fire was seen.

WLLLIAM COOK,
Captain, Air Corps,
Gp. Intelligence Officer.
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