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AG 201-%
HQ., NTOUSA, AP0 512, U. S. Army, 31 March 19L5.

,'TQ: ’Cdmmandinéjéeﬁeral,‘Afmy‘Air Forces, Washingtdﬁlzs, D.C..

H1lism M., (Enl)-C 1st Ind.
(2% Marh5) I

1. The 320th Bomb Gp is no longer under the comend of

this headquarters. Statement of Capt. Convad and statement of
‘oye witnesses to the crash are attached as Incl's. No. 2 and 3.

2. Due to the violence of the crash, the resulting ex-

‘plosion and fire, 1t may be presumed that all crew members

. were killed instantly. This presumption 1s further supported ~

" - by the mutilated and di smembered condition of the bodles L
recovered from the wrecked alrcraft by Capt. Conrad next morn-

ing.

pifieds .

3, Of the eight (8)jcrew mémbers,:three (3) were iden-
1st Lt. Paul E. Trunk, 0-680771, the pilot

ond Lt. Rolland L. Mitchell, 0-537571, the co-pilot

T Sgt. William C. Barron, 201135750, the engineer gnr.

i. The remaining five (5) bodies were recovered from

the wreckage but individual identification was impossible.
They are burled separately as "unknown".

5. If further informatlon 1is considered necessary,

request should be addressed to the 320th Bomb Gp through

Hq. ETOUSA, APO 887, N. Y. 3

FOR THE THEATER COMMANDER: . '

'(::) &k)ia,. :klaug*r;—;"‘ ,

OWEN ELLIOT

//’ ‘ - Major, AGD
3 Inclst. Asst Adj Gen
#1-No change : :

-

oo s

Added .

#p-Statement of Capt. Conrad.
#3-3tatement of Capt's. Smith
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"Ll TH BOMBARDMTNT SQUADRON
Office of the Squadron Surgeon
» 320TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP
APO 650 - US ARMY .

16 August 194,
STATEMENT

On 15 August 19hhfabout 0455 hours, while planes of this Group were
taklna off for a routine combat flight, an explosion was noted some distance
~ from the end of the rwwway,.  Exact distance being very difficult to determine
because of darkness. Captain Davis, MC, and one ambulance were dispatched to
the scene of the accident.

Shortly afterwards two more planes crashed at the end of the runway.
Captain Boylan, MC, was dispatched to the scens of one and I took the other.
A1l members of fhese aircraft were treated at Base dispensary, nine being trans-
ferred to the 60th Station Hospital.

By 0600 hours Captain Davis had not returned from the scens of the
first accident so Captain Boylan, HC, and two ambulances were dispatched to aid

- in the search of the explosion, belleved to have been caused by an exploding

plans.

a

At 0700 hours Group Operations reported that/soldier from the hl2nd
Bombardment Sgquadron, with the aid of an Italian, had located the wreckage of an
aircraft near Serenti, At 0705 hours Captain Davis and Captain Boylan returned
to the Base stating they were unable to locate the plane. At 0720 hours with
two ambulances and the aid of the Italian civilian, I went to the scene and re-
covered the remains of the bodies of the occupants cf the plane.

/s/ |

C. D, CONRAD,
Capt., MC.,
Flight Surgeon.
ASN 0-1,23607

A TRUE Y: . ,

Owos Ll——

OWEN ELLIOT

Major, AGD v

Asst Adj Gen : : . ‘
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/5S¢t Williem K, Winters

2nd Lt. Rolland Lee Mitchell
1st Lt. Paul Edward Trunk
S/Sgt Heingz H, Thannhauser
'S/sgt Harmon R. Summer

T/Sgt Williem G, Berron

- 8/sgt Charles T. Bratton

Captain Wellace Horley Bouchard

g g o s e o

T

Mrs. Meggle Winters, (Mother)
Highlend, Kansss.

gir. Cecil L. Kitchell, (Father)
Thomson, Illinois.

¥rs. Pgul E. Trunk, (Wife)

Box 42,
Shippenville, Pennsylvania.

¥r, Juetin Thamnhauser, (Fether)
165 East 62nd Steet,
Rew York,'ﬁew York,

¥res, Mary E. Summer, (mether)
1209 West Fern Drive,
Fullerton, California.

krs. Erma L. Barron, (Wife)
61). South Hobert Bouleverd,
Log Angeles, California.

¥rs, Lillie K. Eratton, (Kother)
Stamping Ground, Kentucky.

¥rs, Joseph Buchard, (ﬁother)
19 Gilmore Court,
0id Town, Mains,
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cftice of the Squadron Surgeon
320TH BOMBARDMENT CROUP
APD 650 US AmY

16 August 19hh.
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on 15 August 19k sbout OLS5 hours, while planes of this (roup were
taking off for a routine sombat flight, an explosion was nobed seme distance
from the ond of the rumay, Ixmet distance being very difficult to detemine
because of darimess, Oaptain Davis, ¥0, and one ambulance were dispatched to
the scene of the accident. :

Shortly afterwards two more planes crashed at the end of the rumsay,
Captain Soylaen, MC, was dispatched to the sceme of one and I took the other.
411 members of these aireratt were treated at Base dis sary, nine being trans—-
ferred to the £0th Station Hospital. : :

By 0600 hours Captain Davis had not retumed from the scene of the
first accident so Captain Boylan, ¥C, and two ambulances were dispatched to ald
in the search of tbe explosion, believed to have been caused by sn exploding
plane, ,

&% 0700 hours Group Uperations reported that a soldier from the hih2nd
Pombardment Squadron, with the aid of an Italian, had located the wreckage of an
aireraft near Serenti. At 0705 hours Captain Davis and Caphain Boylan returned
to the lase stating they were umable to locate the plane. At 0720 hours with
two gmbulances and the aid of the Italian civilian, I went to the scens and re~
covered the remains of the bodies of the occupenis of the plane.

/8. DS COMRAD,
Captey, 10uy
A5T 0-423607,
Flicht Surceon,




Mar, 16, 1945

Headquarters
_Army Alr Forces

Ray L. Owens,
Brigadier Geners1,

U, S. Army,

Deputy Chief of Air Staff

Dear Sir:

Thnanks for letter received today dated Mér413-19h5. The Reeprds
of the Wai Dext. I will try not to bother you to much, would you or
could you tell us it was stated that oﬁr son "Staff Sergesnt Willfam M, -
Winters, ASN 3713273u" was killed in action over Sardinia, Augvi§#l9hh.

f which he was gunner and Photographer of a B-26 (Mafauder) bomber
whaich participated in a combat mission on Aug 15-1944, Shortly after
the teke~off, his air-cfaft collided into a hill, Monte Azza, . in the
vicinity north-east of Serrenti, Sardinia,

The actual cause of the accident could not be ascertained, however,
it wes believed that the alr-plane apparently ran head-on ints the
side of Honte Azza., There was no "survivors®, We would like to krow
if they lived for awhile. instantly killed, or plane take "fire" when
it fell®, | |

"Where he was “Buried", at was, he shle to have a burial or
Jast one, of these crashes that went in flames when it landed,

1 Inecl. ' Thanks For your Trouble,

Mrs, Fred Winters Sy,
Highlzend Kansas

Box 5Uy .
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AG—T360.33‘ .
o . TRELFTH AF, .esPO 650. Us m. |
TO:: CG. NATC'DSA, A.PO 53 A;cmy A‘t‘t: pat'l:.Le Cas Secuznu.

'7~l l Axtentlon is 1nv1tad to incloaed ﬂlssing Air GreW‘Report

2. Battle Casual'by Report (}}-222) was forwerded your He on 20 Aug Lx.l;

reportmg subgect par.;onnel as m Dl
port is not recuired, this report is’
var Department with a éescription.
lties for the purposes of ;ui:trs

e , . Although -a Ln:tss:.ng, Adr crew Re
be:.ng subm:L tted in order to provide the
of circumstances surroundlng these casu2

ference. - -

+

For the Commanding Gener’al'g}' e

Na or,/ﬁGD; ‘

Asst p.djutant Genere ST

1 Inclsy (du“) ,
© inel 1 - Missing Air Crew Report

i
Incl 2 =~ statement of Caept. Conrad
L ~ Incl 3 - statement of Capt. Berge & capt. smlth._
‘ * Inel L - Sketch.
\ . i
: '._'J



- CONFIDENTIAL

YEADQUARTERS 320TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M) AAF
Office of the Operations Officer
AFO 650 US ARMY

15 August 194l

STATEMENT ON ATRCRAFT NUNBER L2-107711

Aircraft #42-107711, piloted by Lt. PAUL E. TRUNK, took off in a
3 ship formation element with us, Capt. BERGE, lead ship and Capt.
SMITH on the right wing., We both observed this aircraft collide into
a hill about 3 1/2 minutes after take-off. At that time he was about
200 feet below us and several miles to the left of us, We cleared a
higher hill by a safe margin, but he appeared to have been attempting
to pull up over this lower peak, having clipped trees 100 feet below
the top and finally striking the top part.

The cause of the accident cannot be accurately attributed. The
aircraft may have been deflected causing him lo stray from the
formation. On the other hand, Lt, TRUNK was reported to have been
quite sick this morning, vomiting and experienciny stomach cramps.
His determination and courage may have caused him to proceed on this
combat missior when his physical condition shouwld have forbid it.

He made no asttempt to contact us by radio so further attempts to
ascertain the exact cause would be only conjecture. In our opinion
the actual cause of the accident cannot be ascertained.

/s/
SIDNEY P, 3HITH,
Capt., Air Corps.

/s/ :
RALPHL 1. BERGE,
Capt., Air Corps.

Major, AGD
Asst AdJ Gen

N—
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