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HUADGUARTERS 320TH BOTRARD::

¥

ADUET? GROUP (1)
Office of the Group

13 August 19l

ol

EYSWITHESS STAT=Z 27

1 B-26 was lost due to flak over the target, one mile short of lanfall
“on the bomb run over Point De La Crids. +

o
A/C Battle No. 20, sustained a direct
hi{ in the right wing just outboard of the =i~ ht

¢ engine and wing caught fire.
A/C fell out of the formation and 3 chutes came from the waist window. A
continued on course for 15/20 seconds, dropping bembs, 2 more chutes came f
the plane, then the wing £el} of. A/C wen: into a spin and crashed and '
-exploded at 43° 171 N, 05° 551 g, ‘

Chutes laried at the foll
the water at 13° 061 1y, 05° 18 1; 2 at

el

Tom

oving pointss 1 in
k3% 08! N, 05° 450 B 1 at 430
18+ W, 05° 521 m; 1 at 3° 221y, 050 55 2. |

e

JOHN Ge GEIILL, :
lst Lt., Air Corps.




HEADQUARTERS 32uTH BOMB GROUP () AaF
- Orfice or the Operations Orticer .

APO-p50 US ARMY

13 August

STATEMENT ON MISSING ATRCRAFT

Le One (L) B~z type aircrait, battie no, A, Army seriat mumbepr
ha=ti527( priotea by ist Lt, James H. Hj PpLe was lost due to riai over
target at U72> hours on comb 1S53
miles east or Signes, France
aineu a direct hat in

_ ormation. Three
chutes came rram waist

The aircratt contimiea on course ior
15 / wu Seconas, aropping bombs, atter which two more chutes came tfrom
the plane. Then the wing fell oif; aircrart went

ana exploded ab 43” 47 v, 50 oot g, Chutes landea at roil
‘po‘j)_nts:v 4 in the water at 4° uo! j.

owing
V2T 45t B: ioat 45° s N,

WO 4s tEr zat 4° ust N,
V5O 52t By Loat 45° wt N, usO su1 B

HALPH I. BuRGE, 7
Captain, Air Corps,
Operations Orticer,
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AG 319,11 .. - . 2nd 1na
HQ, TWZILFTH AF, APO 650, US &rmy, 19 sugust 194k.

1.. Attention is invited to basic communicetion,

2. Battle’ Casualty Report (B221) wes forwer
on 18 August lOAhu : :

For the Commanding General

) )
XAG-LHG-ms-26

TO:  CG, N ATOUSA,. AFO 53k, US Army Ltty Battle Cas Section..

rwerded your headquarters

e 0Ty AsGeD,
Asst Jixd,mtant,(:-en,e:c'a‘l,k




IG: Commanding Ueneral, Twelfth Air

i

VHEADQUARTERS, 320TH BCOMBARD:EHT CGROUP ()
APC 650, US ARMY, ARMY AIR FORCES '

) | o v b ’ 15 August 19AA.!

SUBJECT: Iissing Air Crew Report. ,
0 : Commanding Ceneral, 42nd Bomb Wing(US), ATG 650, US Army.

i, Transmitted herewith, in compli=znce with letter War Department,
File No. AG 704 (5 Jul 44) OB-S-AAF-}, subject same as above, dated 7 July 44,
~ani 1st Ind. Twelfth Air Force, dated 4 August 1944, and 2nd Ind your ;
headguarters dated 7 August 44, is ¥issing Air Crew Report, Original & Dup. @opied

07 BCR I'orwarded $o-XII AF, 13 Aug 44.
POy

For the Commanding Yfficer:
CLZVE (NMI) O'TCOIE,

kajor, Air Corps,

- Adjutant.
L inds: : '
Incl 1 ~ Missing Air Crew Feport.
Incl 2 - Statement of 1lst It. Cemmill.
Incl 3 - " " Capt., Berge,
Incl 4 -~ Sketch.
AG 319.11 1st Ind.- C=3

LEADQUARTERS, 42ND BCWMB WIKG (US), APC 650, US ARIY, 15 August 1944.

FOI‘G@, AP0 650, ) Army. »
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1. Zourced

Hemg (zga o1, HAZOLD T, YALORGP, aE
| mg {11}z Sg8, RO5W? L, ALLZH |
= 320th Boub Group, 441st Soed Squadrs ‘
Sdrerafs - K25, samamen. o D Squadr,
Jate of Mladion - 13 Aunzust 1944,
Date of Interrogation - 23 fazust 1944,

B %zmmwcrm ‘ ‘ : -

: ¢ - : . : . .
c el b g ) ot I . » g
m&&.‘ A{?w,.t ' 2 ¥ 3 | guéﬁ?;!v ; 3

Thes . 080897 1edLs,  James K. Hipple

{For Mjatant Genoralls Cffise, ¥ashington, D,0,)

Co-rilng -~ O=B17733 2nd Lt, Zadolph Ostermuellew =00 -

 Boubardier -750033  Zna L
| , FEC0 . Znd Lt Burg
Fedio %?wtcr 38390011 oL 33:%? imﬁggﬁf#&mg
A‘Bngi..,e@ émer 15085277 %/Sgt.  Jowse ¥, Luvgent

S

3. Substentiasing Facter

Jources siate thas Patriste informed them an enlis‘%eﬁ nan wag mm&eﬁ. |

) m&% Benort #93, sccouns of Burg and Ostermmeller,

DRCLASSIFIED
E.0. 12085, Ssc, 3-402
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By | o MBS, Date_tajuf®
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APPRNDIA_ D

(For Adjutant General's 0ftics, Washingbon, D.8.0

R

1, Souxcet | S | ey

Hoo & (1) 2nd Ly, VOICER T, BUEG, 07600354
fomo = (31)  2nd Lt KUDOLPR O3TTRHULMR, 0-617733,

Uit - z20th Boub-Gfonpy~4415¢ Bosd Squadron. P -

Averaft -  B-28, #2-43357 |
Date of Nission - 13 Asugust 1 -

Sats of Insorrogation = 23 Augnst 1944,

2, Yembers of Crewd

Piled 0=808997 18t L%e James U, dipple " KIA
Co-P1l0% 0217733 2nd L%, Pudolph Ostermusiler ZID.
Bombardier C=780033 2nd Ly Vincent T, Durg . !
Badlo Dnerator . 88390011 L) B Herold P, ¥Waldrop &
ZngineerfOunner 185085377 %/3gt,  Jesse ¥, Largent ;}lg -

Tail Gunner 18232454 Bz5e Zobers L, Allen

3‘ Subatansiating Factst

A Patriob shated to Sources that five pmmm were seen to eherge

¢rom the orafts Ona of the enligted men bBrove = leg vhen ha landed and -

was captured by the Germans, agcording to statemenis made by eye-wiinesses

(}?atri;)ta); Sources wers further informed that another body left the
aiveraft dbus the chube had £ailcd to open--obviously the Pilod, who is

the only other member unaceounted for. When the co-pilod 1ef% the aircraft,

the right engine was buraing, The pilot seemed ealm but was apparenily
in slighily dazed condition, for he secemed not o Taallza that the alr=
croft ves sblaze until the co-pildd sdvised him, Pilot stated, "Jesus

Christ, we're oa Zire®, and then rempined 2% his post untll everyona ledt

the crafls; BSombardier, who vas next-to-last Ben to leave the ship, gtabes
that the pilod was still then 8l the contrels, The right wizg smapped ofF
the ship, end the sirerafi erashed and burneds
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P0r Braluation Station, Wes‘b Oberuriel""
Marander was shob down on 15 An;. 1944 st 8,40 o’clack n.ar

ey
purial Locations ¥Will be roportad

Type of Alrcralt: CB 26-B-4, u:rmderv, mponmgo mmber aud idmtiﬁcation

not ascertsineble

COnditi.on of Aircraftr Cruhed, burnod, 1005 dutroyod
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