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HEADGUARTERS 320TH BOM3 GHOUP (M)
APO 650 U.S.Aruy

25 august, 1944
SUBJEG'' s Missing Air Crew Reporte
10 : Comanding General, k2nd Wing (US) APO 650, U. Se Ammy.
1. In compliance with letter W,D. File #AG, 367.23, Subject, Missing
Air Crew Report dated 23 May, 19kke The following information is hereby
submitted to your Headquarterse

2, Battle Casualty report has been forwarddd to your Headquarters
and the original and lst copy was submipted direct to 12th Air Force, 25

August, 194k

For the Commanding Officeri

R

'a
A
O kg
CLEVE (NMI) OtTOOLE
Major, Air Corps,
Mj“mtn

C e

, Incls; 7 copies each.
1 - Missing Air Crew wport
1 - Maps or sketches
2= St&bﬂmnts.

319.11 15"; Indc -7
e UARTERS L2MD BCMB IR0 (U3), APO 650, US ARKY, 26 August 194h.

To: Commandine Seneral, Twelfth Alr Force, APC 650, U5 A

4 Incls: nfc

U Sidididd b &




S
AG 360.33 2nd Ind. XAG-LHG~bb=-30
HQ, TWELFTH AF, APO 650, US Army, 1 Sep. L.

70: CG, NATOUSA, APO 534, US Arry. Att: Battle Cas Section.
1, Attention is invited to basic communication.
2. pattle casualty report (B-227) was forwarded your hq on 30 Aug k.

For the (.~manding Generals

%}\A ﬁ NPT

m‘)rs A@,
Asst Adjutant General.

4 Incls: (dup)
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AZADQUARTERS 3207TH POMBARIEIENT GROUP
offise of the Group Intelligercs cfficer

o 7%

S TA-T-EM-END

1 $-26 lost to engine failure. Just prior to leaving land a%
Palavas les Flots on“returrn from the target, A/C went on single engine
end fell out of formation with 2 other p-26's escorting. It lost altitude
rapidly to 400! wisn & crew members parachuted at 17LC hours at 43° 1Ct 10y
010 10t E. The Sewrthnan jumped just before the A/C kit the water and
nis chute was not secn to opene Escorting A/C members repoxrted seeing
5 objeets on the water. gscorting A/C circled for 75 minutes attenpting
to contaot sector control, finally reached o(Cclgatér at 1855 kours. These
AC dropped rafts, e *Gibson Girlw, smoie bombs and dyee

JOIZT C. GEMILL,
1st Ltes Ail‘ Corpse.
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Colmbee s e s L. 1st BOMBARBMENT SQUADRON (X) asfF.,

_Oftice of the Operst ions Officer, : o
APO #650 .. US army. A S

N

25 August 19Lh.

" As the formation reached the O.P., north of the target, ay gunner to1d
me the #3 plane of our second flight had left us and looking dowu 1 saw it
turning te the left about 1000 feet below us.

After the bombing I informed the flight leader, Captain Cahan, that our
left wingz man was gone. He made contact with the plane, and we left the

formation together to escort the crippled plane, who reported to be on sincle

engine at LO00 feet and losing sltitude at 140 &,P.H.

The pilot asked for rafts if they bailed out so 1 maneuvered arow.d to
get well behind and in line with him. I had my ganners ready witn smoke bowbs
and water m .rkers and as the men struck the water, we released thesu. Ly
co-pilot, Lt. Zierk, counted seven parachutes and the plane was at approxi-
mately 1800 2000 feet as they left it. In about fivc seconds the plane
peeled off £he-the right and went in. I kept in contact with Captain Cahan
and told him to watch for the smoke and water marker. On our next pass we

- dropped-the snxilliary life-raft where I belleve I saw three m®n. MWy gunners

reported it inflated properly and saw it later, altho I never did. I donot .
know how meny times I circled the area but soon we located two men by the
dye of their n¥ae Weste®™. On successive passes we released more smcke bombs

" and dropped the "Gibson Girl" redio. Its parachute also worked successfully.

We also dropped our main life yaft thru the bomb-bay, but it had accidentally
inflated itself in the plane and it was neceasary to puncture one section

 of it. The plugs and pump were in it as we threw it out, but I believe
. thac, due to difficulty in dropping, it fell beyond reach. All thie time

we were flying at ~hout 600 feet and trying unsaccessfiilly to contact any

“1and radio station., I cali.d every station I knew of on different frequencies

and gy radio operetor tried every emergency procesdure he knew with the
equipment available. :
‘After throwing out all our markers and emergency equipment we were

~ forced to leave the scene or be- caught short on gas.

I clinmbed to 3000 feet and tried to contect redio stations again and
abouy 15 minutes away from the location "Buckshot® asked of they could help.

‘I gave them the particulars and asked them to relay it to the air Sea Rescue
station. I had no map or navigator to get positior coordinates 8o I told

them it was south-east of Montpeelier and about 3 miles off the coast altho

it mst -have been 8 to 10 miles from the nearest land. About 15 minutes

later Captain Cahan, whose receiver was out, gave the map coordinates to

- anyone peceiving him. I verified this to "Buckshot","Colgate" and 'Dundee”,
with whom I was now in contact. About 25 miles to the east of where the

men bailed out there was quite a bit of naval activity but we had no way
to contact them, and I saw no ships leave their force. _

“When I landed at the "Colgate" station they wanted the story again,
which I gave them. They said a "Warwick® (this was about 19:35 hours® had
been dispatched and seversl fWalrus” were supposed to be patroling
somewhere near where the men went in. They did not know if these planes had

JoHN J. KLUG,
lat L., acl.,
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