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s A,]}j-26 lost to mid-air cbllisi‘oni A8 “bo‘mbay doors were openeds "

at 10435 kours; Tor the bomb run, the 4/C, Battlé No. 57, suddenly reideds T
e wing men statted 0 move oul as #87 started to'move dowhe Thels a second
tife, #07 raised again, ‘struck left wing on fuselage of A/Cs Battle Ioe 9N, -

" tearing off 8 feet of 87'3’'left wifigs Tee A/C went into a flat spin to’
2,0001, one chute came outy 4/C theh weni into & spiral’spin and kit the
water at 43° 00! North/ 0_5(8 207V Easty di seprearing i_mmedia’cely.’ I

JOHN Ge
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N 1. I was ﬂying Plane #91 on the left w:mg of #87. The fl:Lght opemd
. bombay doors, and #87 seemed to be having some trouble maintaining vertical:
. contrele I contmued to fly with him until he turned slightly and began to:
¢ skid toward me, Then it became evident that I would e unable to stay in -
formatlon ‘with hin, I banked to the left sharply, pu]l ing up, :Lptending to,
move_ away from him, _While 1 was in this bank, I felt an impact, but it was
shght so when I was_clear, of the fomation I ‘moved back toward it,’ It was
then that I saw that #87 was no longer in the“ fomation. Frcm the tme of
’ the colllsn.on, I did not’ see #87 agam. e o

e 2. The tail gunner of my Blane #91, stated that'he saw the other a
“craft strike our right wing-tip, but wss not sure what’ part. of the others’h:.p
had struck us. While we were turning sharplyt. o the left, he saw the ‘other
ship come up under us again. When he felt the’ :unpact ‘he turned to glance
" back into the Plane and lost #87. On the break he saw a B-26, dpparently *

under control, turning toward. land a couple of thousand feet below us. - He"
was unable to J.dentlfy it because of its dlstance. : g
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. came up underneath bim and damaged Plane $#91's right flaps, evidently mth
. ‘his left props. He ‘Gontinued to pull up and_to the left, then rolling over-

“ses him againe His roll” over was so fast, that he must have lost pover on -

B followed by three mores .-

" LTH BOMARDENT SQADRN - .
Office, of the Operations Officer . = R
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’APO 650 U.,S.ARMI'

SUBJ"ECT:

Report on Plane #87

; 1. AB Plane #87 opened bombw doora the ‘nose went up straight ahead, .
then down again, and I believe this was when Plane £#91's right wing was =
bent down.by Plane f87's left wing. Plane #87 pulled back up again and~

to the left, glane #91_ started to peel off to the left, but Plane 87's .

on his back at ‘the same time, and started down, From this time on I did not :

left engine, or the prop was ‘torn off in collls:.on. I saw a small piece fly '
off Ipim #87, but was unable to identify it. Tee continued on the bowb run
and as we_broke, Lt. Beeby, Bombardier said he saw what he thought to be -
three green sea markers ’ and that two destroyers were movmg toward the spbt,
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