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4G 704 DEAD (19 Nov 49) ' ‘
. 19 November 1649

MusORANDUM TO: Officer in Charge, Casudlty Section, P A Branch, AGO

UBJECT: - Reports of Deathivﬁz R T ) éﬁéé:izuhh

L2

L

de 'ha iollow1ng-nameu Alr Lorpb personnel were reported mlss1nr in 4ct10n,
in flying pay status, over Italy, 16 November 1944, by MTO Shipmant NS;NSII; and
/
were rresumsd dead as of EQ?Noveﬂber 1945, under the provisions of Section § of

thv M1s°1nr Persons Act-:‘

1st Lt Russell . Jones 0683635

-~ .+ 2d°Lt Henry.L. Hooper .. .. 076273% - ,
- .2d Lu Ladislaus .d.. Strekowskl ...0822132 . -
Sgt Orby T. Gould : 18208183 . .. . ...
Cpl Henry v HeSS . * ... po .. \.;;17146350,f S e
va W1llard Ko Dlnlnny ,‘;é12166338‘1;5§ ;;ij

T

2. SR&D base No. 4688 dated 17 “Hov- mber 194& Flle’ aG 704 - Dead (17 Nov 45),

v i
reviewed the circumstances of the dlsappaaranca of the subject persons, a¥d recom-

-

mended that flndlngs of death be made, showing the presumed date of death to be

R TN
©lta -

17 November 1945, 1n eaéh case. Information on‘whlch the rGPOﬂmenda ion was based

was obtained from Missing Air Crew Report No. 9847, now on file in Memorial Pivision,

Office of the Quarteérmaster General, and from statements found in the Casvalty files m

of the;enliSted’maﬁ; aﬁdiaﬁtachea to the officers' qualifications sheets (¥.D., AGO
Forms66-2).,

w_».u;p oy

a. The Missing Air Crow Report nanes the subgect offlcers and anllsteu men

of the 444th Bombardment Squadron, 320th Bombardmert Group,

_as the complsete crew of B-26B aircraft No. 41-18130 ,/which took off from Alto,

Co*sica, on a bOﬁbing mission to San Margherita Railroad Bridge, Italy, on 16

'uovenber 1944 and was laSu sighted at 1400 hours tha+ day in the vicinity of

C0stia, Italy. Its 1oss was belleved due to enemy antiaircraft fire. No parachutes

ware sesn. A statement signed by Captain John G. Gemmill, Air Corps,;is filed

with the Report, and reads as follows:

vA/C Battle # 89 was last ®een on single engine at 4,500 feeb

flying at 230° at 14:00 hours with 2 P-47's escorbting, over

Ostia, P-7157."

¥
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A sketch map attached to the Report shows Ostia to be on the Taro River, at about

4430 W, 951 @ (approximately 45 miles sast northeast of Genoa)

L 4

Casualty ik¥axmPxmaxi files of the subfject enlisted men, and furnish the following

information:

"Sol MIi 16 Nov 4a, Planse returning from mission over San Margherita,

Italy. It had dropped its bombs ach tge.target and was iast Seen by

B-26s on single engine at 4500 ft, flying on a course of

230
230 dagreos

with two’P4?s’es66%ting,’gyer Ostia, Italy pg1s57. Later reports state ...

aireraft seen to go down off coast of Genoa, Italy. P-47s circled

for airsea rescus to come. Search maintained throughout night. N ext

day three empty dinghies ﬁeen; unable to resach these due

to hesavy -

1
seas, Searchﬁwas‘unsuccessful and abandoned that afternoon,™

Private Dininny ISubﬁitting”iﬁfﬁrmation received by the mother of
’ : a‘wbvkuﬂi 2 A tnr—
from a friend who participated in the same missioqﬂ The following

the soldier's report, as submitted to this office;

3. 4n Addendum to SRzD Case No. 4688 cites a lstter from the

parents of.

Corporal Heass
L

is quoted

"% * ¥ It was sometims during the 1st 2wks in Nov I gave Henry

fvthe missal of which you spoke. I gave it o him on thexs eve of -

Nov 15 we walked down to the mission board & fouﬁd‘wc were both

flying next morning's mission ~ He was to be tail gunner on Ship

84 & i'tail'gunnér br;Shipkj7. Both qf_these}wure in the same

three Ship Element, 82 op the right side of the olement
77 on the left. We were flyingaabout 60 £t apart,

"iWe walked down to the briefing the following morning &

leadsr,

found the

target was the R.R, bridge at Santu Margherita, situated near the

.- - north end of L. Garda /bago di Garda, a large lake near
near the Southern outlet of Brenner Pass. x x T nsver such heavy

Verona/, i




% (3)

flak. We were under fi gpogﬁ,é_min. My ship was hit 37 times.

Ly Yk

AS soon as we' were out‘of it I”i d'over & saw that 84's right

JRO P A TRILE DAY

engine was smoking & it was dropping behind slowly. I callsd my
pilot but ho knew about it because 84's Pilot (Lieutenant Jones )
haa called in that he Jwould ha"e to cut off his bad engine to

e -u.«_ ] L_ '. o ‘.L"" »

keep it from blow1ng up kEmxf the fuel tanks. By this time we were

I BUBRANA, pE e Carget ‘Head'friz "Fo'r Home dowm 1. ‘Garda ~ B84 w5 5511 los-

Brres g oo v SoB e s SIS T e Tt aldalt oo T I}’:‘ ey et L leiY A won e .
R ““““Ing“Alt";~falr“spaed'but‘WKS“In"perfsct‘con%rol‘anBJT %oﬁin“see~th1ngs

]

S AT e e aa™ L Gy g ¥ o srers el T o g Fio-malan .
o "f&tfingwout“théLWaygfwthOWEﬁ Q%e~&%sw;were“throw1ng50v§ﬁ*dhﬁ%n?%lon

BHail ‘Buns etc to lighten %km weight.é Two of ouqéhi%é who were up ah¥hd

st

turned back to 84's positionx & ¢ircled her in case eneny fighters
should come. I could Ses the damégsd ship & the other two until
35 we &Fcesd fthé PeiRrgerNé hesd THStrietied” the" wisw, ° ithohl wet Broadad
the Appenin?s‘along t%e w?stern shore of Italy the other 2 ships™
rejoined us & radioed%in that 84 had gone under a cloud near the
Mss & they could not hgve followed it any lower without endangering

themselves & their Crews -- We waited until darkness when we got

i Reunlioigy A 1upitiel B e i StHagEls i, The)d didrst FotarasHoweverss i
) prag o Lueng

%MMM«-}&

the followihi mokrl i Améa» fobn| A SeR Hosous: [rew’ reporteds Ehay'

saw 6 May VWest with 6 men in them floating in the Gulf of Genoa.
Il 10 R o T TG Ta T orebro AN
It was too rough to land their flying boat but they dropped life .
rafts. to fhe men. Vhen they returned later they could not find them.:
% ¥ ¥\ T .
4. OFfA¥EA TECOﬂdé of the Department of the Army mention the railroad

bridge at "S. llargherita' as one of the "Brenner Pass rail targets" hit by
medium bombers on 16 November 1y44.

5. The subjoct crew participated in a bombing mission to San%a

<9¢a&-~nub

argherita

railrdad bridge, near Brenner Pass, on lo Hovember 1944, . )
5“4 Y A‘*\M d“‘-*-‘ua—q__ . ]
;z:&::gek%ﬁhéﬂaé,ﬂmhaww the—bergot—aToa, omd @t a point appoximately 45 niles

SRETISL
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‘north of'éenoé; it‘ﬁas wasnvét at alti%ude;qf 4500 feet, flying on a single
engine, with two P-47's:escorting,7Latef reports, evidently from the pilots

of the escorting plahes, were to the effect that the bomber wﬁnt down off the
coast of Genoa, anaxihxk The P-47's circled for some‘time, waiting for Air‘Sea~
Rescue craft to appear. The following morning three dinghies were seen, but they
could not be réached because of heavy sqas._SaarQh continused until_sometimé
in the afternoon,‘but was unsucecessful. From ﬁheSe circumstances it nmust be con-.

cluded that the subject plane went down into the Gulf of Genoa, and that it was

not possible to effect the rescue of any of the crew because of rough water.

’

pr——
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5. 11 {g vecommendad, therefors, that puv
Section §, Hissing Peredns Ack, the forsgolng IniQTfewsi
of ficial z‘upm‘-t of dsath, and that a ¢ alpy repori be indil 3
that tha FTEFEER porsonnel named in wa&nguf Qi 5 iuuVL» be G oi
the Air Corps, were killed in action, while in flying pay statul e“f'}":ﬁ !‘
plane went down into the Gulf of Genow, af'ter damEgmX
being damaged by enemy antiaircraft fire while on nﬁ:ombing mission to Santt

Margherita railroad bridge, in the vicinity of Brenner Pass.

Yhe casuality veport an Sricial report of death w1l tneluwie the failowig
stahemen
jssued previousiy prcer Section 55 publie

as ﬂ@il@n, showiag presuned Agte of dez

G»o-v
. . This ‘Rerart ot Death? is 1ssued In
accordancs with Sectiosa © cf atd Actiand its efTent on pricr
and setilemznts 18 as provide d in Section 9.7

niinding of Dex
Law 400, 7 M

-

payreitsd

Systemst 4ill be vontesd to Operating ynit for notification and proce8sing.
o e S AAW- S0 S 3020 hee Fsunad di -

¥
mmsmm-aemwaam-m«m»mm&w sl potificetian

Siation it xausERREIX &nd place of deatht Bkame xR XX XX
Mediterranean Area

Mildred F, Bickford
Investigater

T, J. COLLBY

“&*Oz 3 ACD ’
0ic, Determination & Baview Unlt

AFPROVED. Recommended action will be taken.

RY ORDER OF TRE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

SYLVIO 1., BCUSQUIN

. Col., AGD
O.x(., Gasuzlty Section
personnel Actions Branch, AG0

[T
oo FURNIE THED

C@i&, Ysgorial Division lone eepY for =ach ind suicual listed in pad. 12
A7 201 file of each 1ndivi Aual named in par. 1.

*irz.r‘; i1s fled in ths
trepwlias Indleated.

Sauras materisa 21 ehtaloed
a3 201 fMle of the {iost

m . AN 3 -~} -3 OGS
noony Mepaished and
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ish L. Gussell #. Jones

Qs&d »{-tto lﬁéisl&% Jo ;tr@kﬂ“m
2rd Lt. Henry L. Hoopmr

Sgt. Orby T. Gould &

Henry A. Hesa L

#illard X. Dinirny

R ‘/ -~

2. ; “ - ¥, C
irBe WA M. Jomg. ;mtﬁﬂ') . 7t S
lLawndale, Iiiinois.

ﬁi.“" Be :;053;&3 3*&1‘&{0‘ 'ﬁ:ﬁd., (mtbﬁ! } ,JJ ‘j "‘-,, ' .

5355 Irenton, .

Letroit, sdchigan. ,A

. v » I ,/./ - /’? <.
irs. dosephine R. HooperlA(7ife) 7/ .-
410 Nerth Almsia Street,
Bubbe, lontang.

_,/
¥r, iyzan 3, i}auld,\,/(fathﬁr}
1026 Lorth Dixon Street, A
Uairegville, lexos. T e

177 A

g ‘f’f;: _;;,.«f

Irs. idlhe X, ﬁa\ss,béﬁeﬂ
Twenty Cariile rigpce
Fusblo, Colorado.,

el

77/ s

Irs. Fairy o, Sininey, L{Qher) /
fural Frse Dolivery Cne,
daverly, Hew York.
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AG 360433 ond Ind. xa6-T46-pb-30
._rIQ. TWELFTH AF (RE4R)» APO 650 US Army. 23 Nov 4. :
| 9847

C CG, LTOUSA, APO 53.2. Us Arxrzy . Att: pattle Cas section.
1, f'ibttentlon is J.nvrted 'bo basic communication.
2- Eettle Casuslty Report (B 263) was forv'arded your hq on 20 Nov l,d;..‘.

- EOI‘ 'the-‘QO;rmandlng,, Generalg
f

<A M&rc_

D. Sm JnCKSQN M

Iw.aJOr v AGD

3 Inclss ufe (dup) Asst. Adjutent Geperal




m 360.'-23
\‘:@“‘;‘:‘my [ :;a

’4»‘4:.339 ASD és&i}g U3 m’ 23

x&;xb"m&l}"b‘b" tH

AtEy- Battls Cas = c%.;an.

EEA, swﬁ) 512, U3 Army

imritaa ﬁa basie ecmmnzcatian.

. .attaa'zien is

t%la uaaxalty aepwe {3 ”63) was forwarded ycu- hq en 20 yow 44,

?or t.?:za wmmndiag Ganeral;

D, He - JAC‘QCH
Major, AGD ’
Asste 28 atan*ﬁ general




AG 219.11 | rstInd. s ;
FLALCUAKRTERS, 48n0 bUsB WIng (US), APO 374, US ARNY, 17 November 19

TO: Commending Genersl, Twelfttr Air Force (Main), £P0 6850, Us srny,

«Ag\

e

HIADLUARTERS 320TH bOME Gaour (19
aG 650 UoSearay

17 Hovember, 194k

SUBJoGT: Lissing air Crew sdepdrt.

o e s s oy - . ;
TC s Gommanding Officer, Lend wing (UQ)‘aﬁO 650, Usss armys
1. In compliznce with ietter .U File ou 704 wubj. "sissing «ir
Grew Zeport', dated 7 July, 1944 the following information is herehy
subsitted to your Headyuarters,

2. wattle Casuzlby report has been forwwrded to your Rewdguariers
znd the original and 1lst copy wers subiitiled direct to idia «+ir force,

17 Hoveuber, 19%L4. _ -

For the Groun vommander'

JPL»“_JQ P‘.o .uUhc.;"YCJ
Ceptain, alir vorps,
adjutant.

3 Incls: 7 copies e&chs
Lich L = Lissing air Orew mepovbe
incl 2.~ sketch siap.
Incl 3 - statenend: Coptein Gimmell

W\

-
A
42,

n/c

.-
3
(@)
e
5]




qu.:Lue of the ¢

7157,

PL.M.D»/ AATERS 320TH B0 RADLSET GAOUr ()

Group lnt.el__l"cnce Cu.f:.cer

_&F0 650 ¢ o
- .~ AS - . .
- ; - 16 iovember, 1944
T aTh i.L BT
- G g el dwen WS R Wl

Lol /L, Batnle # 89 Was las’e, geen on single enzine at 4,500 feet
i’lyn.nc, at .2300 at 14 00 hours with. 2"‘”-124_779 escorting, over Ostia, P~

r / J f»,; . j/y?’ Fa
17tk LT /p,uw@(_,w@

J JUHN G. GEIELL
7 Captain, sir Lorpsg

.
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: o WAR DEPARTMENT " .

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

: N REPLY . » k ,' WASHINGTON 25, D. C. '

H REFER TO ) .

| AGPC-S

? SuBJECT: Casualty Information - T ST
- TO:

AT

1. War Department records show that the following member(s) of
— your crew has (have) been missing in action since

.

2. You are requested to forward a stdtem%nt setting forth all _
information you may have concerning the fate of the above-named. Both
your own and hearsay information with the source properly identified
should be included. You may be guided in making reply by the following
outline which covers information desired.

a. Prief description of abtion, giving date and place of
plane crash or landing.

b. TFersonal knowledge of what happened to above-named. tate
where last seen and extent of wounds or injuries, if any. If you wit=
nessed the death of above-named, give date, place and cause of death,
place of burial and names of other witnesses.

¢. Information concerning fate of above-named received from
others. Name source.

- 3,. To expedite necessary action and official notification to the
families of those concerned you are authorized to reply direct to this
office and not through military channels. A franked envelope is inclosed.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

1 Incl = Adjutant General




It is recommended, therefore, that pursuent to the provisions of
Section 9, Missing Persons Act, the foregoing information be accepted as !
" an officlal report-of death, and that a casualty report be initlated - ,
stating that . : ’ '

o Gy

\~ w £

The systemat will be nroceseed in accord.a.nca witn Paragra.pn 2b Operationl
Bulletin 35, 1945, The casualty report and official report of death will
include the following statement-

Finding of Dea,th has been 1ssued previously u.nder Section 5,

Public law 490, 7- March 1942, as amanded showing premnod i
date of death as .
This "Report of Death“ based on information received since
that date, is issued in accordance- -with Section 9 of said Act
and its effect on prior payments and. settlemants is as pro-
vided in’'Section 9. RIS .
WaLTT s So, itrattaer Lol wun el L osaimatieur TSuio el s el st Dy G s e
i Poreinod : ey \
~ Investigator _ CONCURRED =
‘I’ E Fige! i Graf Sty pfev e e ersagie c
Sl e v mie esDason ot wn o enss Y 0,00 GEDULDIG e lbo
Lt, Colonel, AGI)
= : 5. . 0IC, Status Review and
Determination Unit,
" - ‘APPRGV"D' B.ecommend.ed action will ’be taken , : | )
6 BV omm cz* m sscmaww or THE Amm ’
¢ 2 v a .h NS I L i > B
EARLE E, EVWING
R R T T TR S Lt, Colonel, AGD . RO
016, Gasualty Section
EENTLLT s ey e war s Personnel Actions Branch, -AGD
‘Copy fary . i T = S T P Sort ST S S P
ogMeG, Memorial Division '
. ‘ : - - j ’ A

47 19388




-
3-~7188
WAR DEPARTMENT
) THE ADJUTANT GENERAL S OFFICE
IREILY L : ‘ co Th WASHINGTON 28, D. €. oo
. MEFERTO
AGPC-S e
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‘SuesecT: Casualty Information

To:

‘1, War Department records show that the following member (s) of
“your crew has (have)'be%n missing in action since | S

5. You are requested to forward a statement setting forth'all
information you may have concerning the fate of the above-named. Both
your own and hearsay information with the, source properly identified
should be included. You may be guided in making reply by the following

“ 6utline which covers information desired, — - s e

a. Bfieffdéséfiption"of“actién;“éiviné:dafé and place of
plene crash or landing. o i

b. Personal knowledge of what Mappened to above-named. State
where last seen and extent of wounds or injuries, if any. 'If you wit-
nessed the death of above-named, give date, place and cause of death,
place of burial and names of other witnesses. .

> ¢, " Information céncerniﬁg'fate’df”é£093Lnaméd‘reééifgd”frcm
others. Name source. i o e

3. To expedite necessary action and official notification to the
families of those concerned you are authorized to reply direct to this
office and not through militery channels. A franked envelope is inclosed.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

1 Incl =~ 7 o ~ " Adjutant General

Lo
1 B E)

AVE

$5~850187-64



