HEADGUARTERS 320TH BCLBARDIENT RCUF (3)
Office cf the Group Intelligence Cfficer
HaTOUSL 4.P.C 520

Day Operation % -ey 1943

Intelligence HNarrativ

Forty 5-26's of the 220th Sombardinent “roup teok of! this moraing to
bomb Falermo, Sicily. Three cpares returned early. They were escorted by
40 F-28's of the 14ith Tighter Group. One 2-26 casuzht on fire rrobably.
during their gas transfer, znd fell into sea twenty miles north of Cape
S, Vito, Sicily or twenty miles due north of larettimo Island., Conflicting
ctories from crews made it difficult teo exactly pinpoint the position. The
time is given as 11:40 or 11:45 hours. Two psrachutes were seen to open,
at 2000 fee-. 'he bombidy doors opened, and another figure leaped out; his
paraghute opened, but seemed to be damaged or ripred. 4e the plane struck the
water, snother figure was seen on top of the 3-26, but an explosion blew the
plane apart, and it submerged imrediately. =~ life raft is reported to have
emerged from the plane just prior to the explosion.

The remaining B=26's bombed the target successfully. ohortly after the
bombing run, three (3) Italisn Reggisne 20011's attacked one element. FPeeling
cff zbove our formation, each plane made individual pass, from sides and rear.
Shots exchanged, but no claims on either side, Iine bombers landed at Souk
el Arba, six later proceeding this base. Three B-26's remained there for repair,
A total of thirty-three (33) 3-26's landed safely this base by 16243 hours.

Routet This base to rendezvous at Cape nosa to target to this base.

nd 09:4L8-30 hours. Cn course 10:13 hours,

Chropplogyt Uff between 09:29 a
12:25 hours. Dovn this base between 14:37

Cape Nosz 10:29 hours; boibs away
and 16343 hours.

Bombst 294 X 300 lb. demolition, 1/10, .025 sec. delay carried by 37
planes, of which 288 X 300 1b bombs were dropped on target, & bombs were
destroyed vhen one B-26 caught on fire and fell to sea.

Results: Our bouobs were seen to fall directly into target area. The
dock area north east of railroad yard reveals concide able damege; crews report
emoke rising to 5000 ft., visible for 4O miles from target. Coneiderable damage
and some fire was evicdent in the dock asrea, with central pier revealing huge gaping
holes.

Flak: Intense heavy flak in barrage pattern over target area and aimed
fire encountered from positions north cf Falermo; and from a battery or batteries
on the northern tip of the islsnd. reavy flak-fire is alsco reported.

The pattern Ifire was "stepped up' frowm 12000 te perhaps 15000 ft.,

and caused iuinor damage to several of our ships. The aimed fire was esccurate for
deflection, inaccurate for altituce., .ost intense flzk care Irem pesiticens &
end & of town; with revorts of flak from positions in the city proper.
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Observetions: Zxplosions described as tremendous in dock sraa as cur first
fligr t started bombing rTun.
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Cns large /V with 10 te 14 sweller vessels reported abt lerninpi, Sieily, =t
N LTV e [ Taa, - : A T e
o proxdoctely 12:10 hours fron 12,570C ft. altitude,

Two suoking :/V's remcried at 37° 301 , 117 10" 2, at 13:;70 hours from
&C0CO ft, altituds.

Soven shirps, belisved te ha faztroyers siznted hzeding nortn shout ten mniles
duz niorhh of Some Serrat =t L4:l5 hours frowm £0C0O ft, altitude.
écw o lizht celored Lire beat with four to eizhti nen waving white flug at
37% 30" &, 10° 20! I st 13:25 hours from 2500 ft. sltifude.
it airdrome west of city, tiree large enc.y sireraft sighted av 12:27 heurs
from 12000 ft.
\
Uommentss The following. crew ie sLill lwlesing,
Maw, Captain £1lictt, Danna L., C=7¢9460, ~ext of kin and home address,
Virginia m, Zlliott, 5115 Fage Blvd., St. Louis, -o.
praser = §/8sb, fowerd, hawleve Z., 39022900, next of Lin and hcie address,
"rs. Jdora loward, 3483 Corrington Reoad, -empnis, Tenn.
A lst, Lieutenaat -gtnew=, Zrpest d,, C- 7h,626 nexy of kin ané nore addrecs,

5. C&DLuln Lllgvortl, .R.,

Fonk . lst, ~ieutenant Liormap, ~., C=5£1C01C,

“r. vi.C. catoews, 7332 . Vincent awe., Fortland, Cre,
next of kin and home cadress,
1, rf_nnlpe b "Orlil.d._’l J.le.;caﬁ’l.b Uu....,le:y , Uhic.

v C=431955, next of liin and
rrs, FJi, sllsworth, 1 ﬁingutand ¥l,, Cakland, ©

raia.
fa i 2pd. bieutepant Siwon, Fzul, 0—700?83, next of ltin znd horme zddress,

- Sgt. s.elson, i.d,, 19064633, next of xin &nd honme aaarcss,

SrS. +ary S c~:u:'m'1, 206 tieather ., Usmer uaroy, Fa.

Carl hielson, 1321 lst. Strest, Led Bluff, Calil
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